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Grace Episcopal Church
† The Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost (22A) †

October 4, 2026 | 10:30am | Sung Mass

Voluntary:  Meditation on Brother James’ Air H. Darke

The Liturgy of the Word
(Please stand when the bell rings at the entrance of the Ministers.)

Introit  In voluntate tua Esther 13:9-11, Ps. 119:1

Antiphon:  O Lord Almighty, everything is in subjection unto thee; and there is no man 
that is able to resist thy power: for thou hast created everything; heaven and earth, and 
all the wonders which under heaven’s vault are contained; thou art the Lord and King 
of all things. 

Psalm:  Blessed are those that are undefiled in the way: and walk in the law of the Lord. 

Glory be to the Father,  and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:  as  it  was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen.  (Repeat antiphon.)

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant: Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

Collect for Purity

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Summary of the Law

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment. And the second is like unto it:  thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
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Kyrie eleison from Missa Simplicior Pink pew sheet

Gloria in excelsis from Missa Simplicior  Pink pew sheet (on reverse)
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, who art always more ready to hear than we to pray, and art 
wont to give more than either we desire or deserve: Pour down upon us the abundance of thy 
mercy, forgiving us those things whereof our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 
things which we are not worthy to ask, but through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ  
thy Son our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. 

(Please be seated for the Lessons.)

The First Lesson:  Exodus 20:1-4,7-9,12-20  (NRSV)

Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land 
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before me. You shall not  
make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is  
on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not make wrongful 
use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your 
work. Honor your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female slave, or 
ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.

When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain  smoking,  they  were  afraid  and trembled and stood at  a  distance,  and said  to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let God speak to us, or we will die.” 
Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid; for God has come only to test you and to put 
the fear of him upon you so that you do not sin.” 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.
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The Gradual:  Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant Tone VI
(Congregation remains seated and sings the bold verses.)

1  The heavens declare the glo|ry of God; * 
and the firmament sho|weth hïs handy^work.

2  One day telleth | another; * 
and one night certifi|eth änother.

3  There is neither speech | nor language; * 
but their voices are | heard ämong them.

4  Their sound is gone out in|to all lands; * 
and their words into the | ends öf the world.

5  In them hath he set a taberna|cle for the ^ sun; * 
which cometh forth as a bridegroom out of his chamber, 
and rejoiceth as a gi|ant tö run his ^ course.

6  It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, †
    and runneth about unto the end | of it a^gain; * 

and there is nothing hid | from thë heat there^of.

7  The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, conver|ting the soul; * 
the testimony of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom un|to thë simple.

8  The statutes of the Lord are right, and | rejoice the ^ heart; * 
the commandment of the Lord is pure, and giveth | light ünto the ^ eyes.

9  The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth | for ever; * 
the judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous | altögether.

10  More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than | much fine gold; * 
sweeter also than honey, | and thë honey^comb.

11  Moreover, by them is | thy servant ^ taught; * 
and in keeping of them | there ïs great re^ward.

12  Who can tell how oft he | offendeth? * 
O cleanse thou me | from mÿ secret ^ faults.

13  Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the domin|ion over ^ me; * 
so shall I be undefiled, and innocent | from thë great of^fence.

14  Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, †
      be alway accepta|ble in thy ^ sight, * 

O Lord, my strength and | my rëdeemer.
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The Epistle:  Philippians 3:4b-14  (NRSV)

I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has reason to be confident in the 
flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the 
tribe  of  Benjamin,  a  Hebrew born of  Hebrews;  as  to  the  law,  a  Pharisee;  as  to  zeal,  a 
persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I 
had,  these  I  have  come  to  regard  as  loss  because  of  Christ.  More  than  that,  I  regard 
everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his 
sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the 
law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith. I 
want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death, if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not 
that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it  
my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 

Reader: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand for the Alleluia and Gospel.)

Alleluia  In exitu Israel Ps. 114:1

Cantor:

People: 

Choir: When Israel came out of Egypt: 
and the house of Jacob from among the strange people. 

(The People repeat the Alleluia.) 

The Holy Gospel:  St. Matthew 21:33-46  (RSV)

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People:  Glory be to thee, O Lord.

“Hear another parable. There was a householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, and let it out to tenants, and went  
into another country. When the season of fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants, 
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to get his fruit; and the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. Again he sent other servants, more than the first; and they did the same to them. 
Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ But when the tenants 
saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and have his  
inheritance.’ And they took him and cast him out of the vineyard, and killed him. When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the scriptures:‘The very stone which the builders  
rejected has become the head of the corner; 
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’?

Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a nation 
producing the fruits of it.”

When the chief  priests  and the Pharisees  heard his  parables,  they perceived that  he was 
speaking about them. But when they tried to arrest him, they feared the multitudes, because 
they held him to be a prophet. 

Gospeller: The Gospel of the Lord.
All: Praise be to thee, O Christ.

The Sermon—The Very Rev. Rowena Kemp, Rector (Please be seated.)

(Please stand for the Nicene Creed and Prayers of the People.)
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The Nicene Creed from Missa de Angelis White pew sheet
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The Prayers of the People (Stand or kneel) Form IV

Leader: Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, almighty God, that all who confess thy Name may be united in thy truth, 
live together in thy love, and reveal thy glory in the world. 

Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the common good. (pause)
Lord, in thy mercy hear our prayer.

Leader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as thine own creation, that we may use its  
resources rightly in the service of others and to thy honor and glory. (pause) 
Lord, in thy mercy hear our prayer.

Leader: Watch over thy children [N.], O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them 
wherever  they  may  be.   Strengthen  them when  they stand;  comfort  them when 
discouraged or sorrowful; raise  them up if  they fall;  and in  their hearts may thy 
peace which passeth understanding abide all the days of their life. (pause) Lord, in 
thy mercy hear our prayer.

Leader: We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish; that we may have the 
hands and hearts to carry out thy will. (pause) Lord, in thy mercy
hear our prayer.

Leader: We commend to thy gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our 
armed forces at home and abroad (especially …). Defend them day by day with 
thy heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give them 
courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of thine 
abiding presence wherever they may be. (pause) Lord, in thy mercy
hear our prayer.

Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (especially …); give 
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of thy salvation. 
(pause)  Lord, in thy mercy hear our prayer.

Leader: We commend to thy mercy all who have died, that thy will for them may be 
fulfilled (especially …); and we pray that we may share with all thy saints in thine 
eternal kingdom. (pause) Lord, in thy mercy hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 
that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



10

(Please kneel for the Confession and Absolution.)

Confession of Sin and Absolution

Deacon: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins,  and are in love and 
charity  with  your  neighbors,  and  intend  to  lead  a  new  life,  following  the 
commandments of God,  and walking from henceforth in his holy ways:  draw 
near with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly 
kneeling.

All: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men: 
We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, 
which we from time to time most grievously have committed, 
by thought, word, and deed, against thy divine Majesty, 
provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. 
We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; 
the remembrance of them is grievous unto us, 
the burden of them is intolerable. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty  God,  our  heavenly  Father,  who of  his  great  mercy  hath  promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn 
unto him, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all  your sins,  
confirm and strengthen you with all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

(Please stand for the Comfortable Words and the Peace.)

The Comfortable Words Matt. 11:28, John 3:16

Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him: 

Come unto me, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

The Peace

Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the Name of the Lord.
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The Holy Communion
Offertory Sentence Ps. 50:14

Celebrant: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, 
and make good thy vows unto the Most High. 

Offertory  Vir erat in terra Job 1:1, passim

There was a man in the land whose name was Job, blameless and upright, and one who 
feared God: this man Satan sought out, that he might tempt him: and power was given 
unto him by the Lord over his possessions and over his cattle: by this he lost all of his 
goods  and  his  possessions,  and  also  his  sons:  furthermore  Job’s  whole  body  was 
smitten with loathsome sores. 

Anthem:  My eyes for beauty pine H. Howells

Presentation of the Alms & Oblations

Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord,
People: And of thine own have we given thee.

Orate

Celebrant: Pray that this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
may be acceptable to God the Father Almighty.

People: May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, 
to the praise and glory of his holy Name, 
both to our benefit and that of all his holy Church.

Sursum corda
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Celebrant: It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all  
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God, Creator of the 
light and source of life, who hast made us in thine image, and called us to new life in Jesus  
Christ our Lord. Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus & Benedictus from Missa Simplicior  Pink pew sheet

The Canon of the Mass Book of Common Prayer p. 334

All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; 
who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in 
his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of that his precious death and 
sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for  
you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
you,  and  for  many,  for  the  remission  of  sins.   Do this,  as  oft  as  ye  shall  drink  it,  in 
remembrance of me.” 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy 
divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy 
Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious 
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death,  his  mighty  resurrection  and  glorious  ascension;  rendering  unto  thee  most  hearty 
thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the same.

And we most humbly beseech thee,  O merciful  Father,  to hear us;  and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts 
and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior 
Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of 
his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy 
Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole Church, may obtain 
remission of our sins and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be a 
reasonable,  holy,  and living sacrifice  unto thee;  humbly beseeching thee that  we,  and all 
others  who shall  be partakers  of  this  Holy Communion,  may worthily  receive  the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ,   be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice,  
yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits but 
pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be unto thee, 
O Father Almighty, world without end.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer  

Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
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The Fraction

Agnus Dei from Missa Simplicior  Pink pew sheet

Prayer of Humble Access
Celebrant: Let us pray.
All: We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. 
But thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen.

The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant: The Gifts  of  God for  the  People  of  God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.
People: Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; 

but speak the word only, and my soul shall be healed.

Communion  In salutari tuo Ps. 119:81,84,86
My soul hath longed for thy salvation, and I have put my trust in thy word: 
when wilt thou give judgment against those who persecute me? 
They persecute me with lies, O be my helper, Lord, O Lord my God. 
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Hymn 313  “Let thy Blood in mercy poured” Jesu, meine Zuversicht
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(Please stand for the Postcommunion prayer.)

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion
Celebrant: Let us pray.
All: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee 

for that thou dost feed us, in these Holy Mysteries, 
with the spiritual food of  the most precious Body and Blood 
of  thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and dost assure us thereby of  thy favor and goodness towards us; 
and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical Body of  thy Son, 
the blessed company of  all faithful people; 
and are also heirs, through hope, of  thy everlasting kingdom. 
And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, 
so to assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, 
and do all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost, 
be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen.

(Please kneel for the Blessing.)

The Blessing

The peace of  God,  which passeth all  understanding,  keep your hearts  and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 
always. Amen. 

(Please stand for the Dismissal and Last Gospel.)

The Dismissal

Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
All: Thanks be to God.  
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The Last Gospel St. John 1: 1-14

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy spirit.

Celebrant: The Beginning of the holy Gospel according to John.
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. 
All things were made by Him: and without Him was not anything made that was made. 
In Him was life, and the life was the light of men: 
and the light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. 
He was not that light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. 
That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world. 
He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. 
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his name: which were born, 
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

(Here genuflect) And the Word was made flesh, (Here rise) and dwelt among us: 
and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, 
full of grace and truth.

People: Thanks be to God.
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Salve Regina (choir) Mode V

Salve Regina, mater misericordiae: 
Vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra, salve. 
Ad te clamamus, exsules filii Hevae. 
Ad te suspiramus, gementes et flentes 
in hac lacrimarum valle. 
Eia  ergo,  advocata  nostra,  illos  tuos 
misericordes oculos ad nos converte. 
Et  Jesum,  benedictum  fructum  ventris 
tui, nobis post hoc exsilium ostende. 
O clemens, O pia, O dulcis Virgo Maria.

Hail, O Queen, Mother of Mercy: 
our life, sweetness, and hope, hail. 
To you we cry, exiled children of Eve. 
To you we sigh, groaning and weeping 
in this vale of tears. 
Now, therefore, our Advocate, 
turn those your merciful eyes upon us. 
And after  this  our  exile,  show to  us  Jesus,  the 
blessed fruit of your womb. O gentle, O faithful, 
O sweet Virgin Mary. 

The Angelus

Celebrant: The Angel of the LORD announced unto Mary.
People: And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace, the LORD is with thee. 
Blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death. 

Celebrant: Behold the handmaid of the LORD.
People: Be it unto me according to thy word.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace…

Celebrant:  (Here genuflect)  And the Word was made flesh.
People:  (Here rise)  And dwelt among us.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace…

Celebrant: Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
People: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

We beseech thee, O  LORD,  pour thy grace into our hearts, that, as we have known the 
Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his  Passion we may 
be brought unto the glory of his resurrection, through the same Christ our LORD.  Amen.
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Hymn 483  “The head that once was crowned with thorns” St. Magnus

Voluntary:  Prelude and Fugue in G major J. Krebs

(Please remain seated during the Voluntary.)
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Upcoming Events
TODAY, Sunday, October 4, 4:00pm: Harvest Service at St. Martin’s 
(290 Cornwall St., Hartford)
Join St. Martin’s for their 34th annual Harvest Thanksgiving Service. All produce will be for 
sale immediately after worship. For questions, please contact (860) 242-0318.

Saturday, October 17, 11:00am – 3:00pm: Tag Sale
Donations of household goods, books, and winter clothing are welcome; please contact Rev. 
Rowena or Sr. Gregory to arrange drop-off in advance of the event.

Sunday, October 18, 3:00pm: Harvest Service at St. Stephen’s (590 Bloomfield Ave., Bloomfield)
Bring your family and friends for an inspiring time of worship, community reflection, and 
gratitude for all that has been provided this year. Our guest speaker is Morenike Oyebode. 
Come experience an earnest, zealous message that will uplift your spirit and warm your heart.

Thursday, October 22, 6:00pm: Vecinos Unidos Community Meeting
Vecinos Unidos (Neighbors United) will host a meeting in our Parish Hall with government 
officials and private stakeholders to address Hartford’s housing crisis. All are invited to have 
a voice at the table. For more information, contact (860) 280-5361.

Every week:

Sunday Eucharist at 8:00am and 10:30am

Low Mass at 11:00am on Wednesdays
Food Pantry Distribution at 9:00am on Thursdays (closed on 1st Thursdays)

Office Hours: 
Tuesday, 10:00am – 3:00pm

Wednesday, 1:00pm – 5:00pm
Friday, 10:00am – 3:00pm

Grace Episcopal Church
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106

www.gracehartford.org

Church Office
(860) 233-0825

church@gracehartford.org 

The Rev. Rowena Kemp, Rector
(203) 209-4178

RevRowena@gracehartford.org
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