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Christ as the True Light (Christus vera lux). Hans Holbein der Jüngere,. published 1527, Woodcut, Kunstmuseum Basel. 

Grace Episcopal Church 
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

Office:  860 233-0825         Fax:  860 233-5082 
E-mail:  church@gracehartford.org       Web site:  www.gracehartford.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GECHartford 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@GraceEpiscopalHartford 

E are a diverse community united by our commitment to Jesus Christ and our desire 
to live the Christian life.  Our prayers and the Sacraments help us find Christ in 

church and in the world.  Seeing Christ in each other and in the faces of strangers, we are 
inspired to reach out in love and service. 

The Rev. Rowena J. Kemp, Rector 
Cell phone:  203-209-4178   Church office:  860-233-0825 

Email:  RevRowena@gracehartford.org 
The Rev. Marta S. Rivera Monclova, PhD, Curate 

The Rev. Canon Robert G. Carroon, Associate Priest 
The Rev. Canon Annika Warren, Associate Priest 

The Rev. Joseph L. Pace, Associate Priest 
Mr. Kyle Swann, Choirmaster and Organist 

The Vestry 
Claudia Gwardyak, Senior Warden;  Barbara Galbreath, Junior Warden 

Katharine Rovetti, Parish Clerk 
Mark Lacedonia, Treasurer;  Barbara Galbreath, Assistant Treasurer 

Adrianne Brown, Josephine Dominguez, Linda Galarza-Rosa, 
Sheryl Rifkin, Sr. Gregory Simmons 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ELCOME to all who are joining with us virtually as we celebrate THE FEAST OF 
CANDLEMAS.  We hope you feel at home with us and that you find the love, 
peace, inspiration, and strength to meet the challenges of your daily life. 

We hope that you will take part in our worship by making the Peoples’ responses as 
indicated and joining in the hymn-singing. 
If you would like more information about Grace Church, or the Episcopal Church, please 
communicate with our Rector, The Rev. Rowena Kemp, or make an appointment with her 
to discuss any questions you have. 

W 
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The Feast of Candlemas ~ 

The Presentation of Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple 
and The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

February 2, 2026  Solemn High Mass, 6:00 P.M. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Mass Setting:  Grace Mass Edward Ivor Wagner, 1987 
This setting of the Ordinary of the Mass is for congregational singing. 

Voluntary:  Cantilena, from Sonata No. 11, Op. 148 J. Rheinberger 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Candles will be distributed by acolytes before the beginning of the service. 

THE CANDLEMAS LITURGY 
The Blessing of the Candles 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

LMIGHTY and everlasting God, who as on this day didst present thine only-begotten 
Son in thy holy temple to be received in the arms of blessed Simeon: we humbly 

entreat thy mercy, that thou wouldst vouchsafe to X bless, hallow, and kindle with the 
light of thy heavenly benediction these candles which we thy servants desire to receive and 
to carry, lighted in honor of thy holy Name.  By offering them to thee our Lord and God, 
may we be inflamed with the fire of thy love, and made worthy to be presented in the 
holy temple of thy glory; through the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end.  Amen. 

The Lighting of the Candles 
Celebrant: Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

Nunc Dimittis (choir) Tone II.1 
Antiphon:  A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel. 

ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine 
eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all peoples, 

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  Glory be 
to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be: world without end.  Amen. 

Collect 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 GOD our Father, Source of all light, who didst reveal to the aged Simeon thy Light 
which enlightens the nations:  Fill our hearts with the light of faith, that we who 

bear these candles may walk in the path of goodness, and come to the Light that shineth 
for ever, even thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who with thee and the Holy Ghost liveth 
and reigneth, world without end.  Amen. 

A 

L 
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THE PROCESSION 

Celebrant: Let us go forth in peace. 
People: In the Name of Christ.  Amen. 

Hymn 259; vv. 1 & 2 (sung by all) “Hail to the Lord Who Comes” Old 120th 

 
Station at the Font: 

Celebrant: We have waited on thy loving kindness, O Lord: 
People: In the midst of thy temple. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 GOD, who hast made this day holy by the presentation of thy Son in the temple, 
and by the purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary:  Mercifully grant that we, who 

delight in her humble readiness to be the birth-giver of the Only-begotten, may rejoice 
for ever in our adoption as his sisters and brothers; through the same thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

O 
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Hymn 259; v. 3 (sung by all) “Hail to the Lord Who Comes” Old 120th 

 
Station at the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace: 

Celebrant: Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord: 
People: And be joyful, all ye that are true of heart. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

 GOD, who didst endue with singular grace the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of 
our God and Saviour Jesus Christ:  Grant us the grace to follow her example of 

humility and purity; through the same Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
O 
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Hymn 259; v. 4 (sung by all) “Hail to the Lord Who Comes” Old 120th 

 
Concluding Collect at the High Altar: 

Celebrant: Let us pray. 
E have waited in silence on your loving-kindness, O Lord, in the midst of your 
temple.  Your praise, like your Name, O God, reaches to the world’s end; your 

right hand is full of justice.  Amen. 

 
THE WORD OF GOD 

Introit (choir)  Suscepimus Tone VII 
[Antiphon] WE HAVE WAITED, O God, for thy loving-kindness in the midst of thy 
temple; according to thy Name, O God, so is thy praise unto the world's end: thy right 
hand is full of righteousness.  [Psalm] Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised: in the 
city of our God, even upon his holy hill.  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to 
the Holy Ghost.  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without 
end.  Amen.  [Repeat antiphon.] 

W 



 

 7 

Kyrie eleison (sung by all) E. Wagner 

 
Gloria in excelsis (sung by all)  E. Wagner 

 
The Collect of the Day  

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

LMIGHTY and everliving God, we humbly beseech thee that, as thy only-begotten 
Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented unto thee with 

pure and clean hearts by the same thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

All extinguish their candles at the end of the collect. 

A 
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The Old Testament Lesson:  Malachi 3: 1-4 [NRSV]  
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Malachi. 

EE, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the LORD whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple.  The messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight − indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  But who can endure the 
day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner's fire and 
like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 
descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the LORD in righteousness.  Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 
to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
The Word of the Lord. Congregation’s Response:  Thanks be to God. 

The Gradual:  Psalm 84 Quam delicta! Tone III.2 
(Congregation remains seated and sings the italicized verses.) 

 
  2 MY SÖUL hath a desire and longing to enter into the | courts of the LORD;  

* my heart and my flesh rejoice | ïn thë living ^ God. 
  3 Yea the sparrow hath found her an house, 

 and the swallow a nest where | she may ^ lay her young; 
* even thy altars O LORD of hosts, my | Kïng änd my God. 

  4 Blessed are they that | dwell in thy house;  
* they will be | älwäy praising ^ thee. 

  5 Blessed is the man whose | strength is in thee;  
* in whose | hëart äre thy ways. 

  6 Who going through the vale of misery | use it ^ for a well;  
* and the pools are fill-|ëd wïth water. 

  7 They will | go from ^ strength to strength, 
* and unto the God of gods appeareth every one of | thëm ïn Sion. 

  8 O LORD God of | hosts, hear my prayer; 
* hearken, O | Göd öf Jacob. 

  9 Behold, O | God our ^ defender, 
* and look upon the face of | thïne änointed. 

10 For one | day in thy courts 
* is better | thän ä thousand. 

11 I had rather be a door-keeper in the | house of my God, 
* than to dwell in the tents | öf üngodli^ness. 

12 For the LORD God is a | light and defence; 
* the LORD will give grace and worship; 
 and no good thing shall he withhold from them that | lïve ä godly ^ life. 

13 O | LORD God of hosts, 
* blessed is the man that putteth | hïs trüst in thee. [All repeat antiphon.]

S 

Antiphon [Cantor first, then all.]: 
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The Epistle:  Hebrews 2: 14-18 [NRSV] 
A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

INCE, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, 

that is, the devil, and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death.  
For it is clear that he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham.  
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he might 
be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of 
atonement for the sins of the people.  Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, 
he is able to help those who are being tested. 
The Word of the Lord. People’s Response:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Alleluia  Senex puerum Tone VI 

Cantor: 

People: 
Choir: THE OLD MAN carried the Child:  but the Child governed the old man. 

People:  

 

S 
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The Holy Gospel:  Luke 2: 22-40  [RSV] 

Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
People’s response: X Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

ND when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of 

the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) and to offer 
a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two 
young pigeons.”  Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this 
man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 
was upon him.  And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he should not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ.  And inspired by the Spirit he came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the law, he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, “Lord, now 
lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word; for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to thy people Israel.”  And his father and his mother marveled 
at what was said about him; and Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is 
spoken against (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), that thoughts out of 
many hearts may be revealed.”  And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher; she was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven 
years from her virginity, and as a widow till she was eighty-four.  She did not depart from 
the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day.  And coming up at that very 
hour she gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the 
redemption of Jerusalem.  And when they had performed everything according to the law 
of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth.  And the child grew 
and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
The Gospel of the Lord. People’s response:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

The Sermon The Rev. Marta S. Rivera Monclova, PhD, Curate 

A 
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The Nicene Creed from Missa de Angelis (sung by all) See standard translation on Prayer Book p. 326 The Nicene Creed from Missa de Angelis  See standard translation on Prayerbook p. 326

I believe     in      one          God,                                      the-Father           almighty,  

maker        of-heaven and of-earth, visible                 of-all-things         and invisible.  

And in   one        Lord,                 Jesus       Christ,           the-Son        of-God   only-begotten,  

and from the-Father born                             before       all                    worlds.  

God         of   God,          light         of    light,               God         true            of    God       true.  

Begotten,     not    made,             of-one-substance with-the-Father: by   whom  all-things   made  were.  

Who for            us    humans,       and for           our            salvation       descended      from heaven,  

And incarnate           was by  the-Spirit  Holy         of   Mary        the-Virgin:  and human  made    was.  

Crucified                    also          for   us          under Pontius   Pilate,     suffered and buried            was.  

Here genuflect 

Here rise 

Cantor All 

(Here genuflect) 

(Here rise) 
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alike       is-worshiped,     and together-is-glorified:           who  spoken       has  by    the-Prophets.  

who from the-Father and-the-Son          proceeds.                 Who with  the-Father and the-Son 

to judge                   the-living  and the-dead:            of-whose  kingdom  not    shall-be    an-end.       

And rose-again      the-third    day,    according-to    the-Scriptures. And ascended  into heaven: 

he-sits     at    the-right-hand of-the-Father.     And again            to-come        is     with   glory 

And  in     the-Spirit             Holy,               the-Lord,                 and   giver-of-life:  

And  in-one,      holy,             catholic,                     and  apostolic                        Church.  

I acknowledge        one          baptism                    for   the-remission                 of-sins.  

And I-look-for   the-resurrection                of-the-dead.           And the-life    to-come      of-the-world.  
 
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The Prayers of the People Form IV 

Leader:  

 
Grant almighty God, that all who confess thy Name may be united in thy truth, 
live together in thy love, and reveal thy glory / in the world.  (Silence) 

 (Sung after every intercession) 
Leader: Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and 

peace; that we may honor one another and serve the / common good.  (Silence) 
 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: Give us all a reverence for the earth as thine own creation, that we may use its 

resources rightly in the service of others and to thy hon-/or and glory.  (Silence) 
 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: Watch over thy children Lindsay & Jadrien, O Lord, as their days increase; bless 

and guide them wherever they may be.  Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in 
their hearts may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all the days / of 
their lives.  (Silence) 

 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish; that we may have the 

hands and hearts to carry / out thy will.  (Silence) 
 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: We commend to thy gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our 

armed forces at home and abroad [especially N.].  Defend them day by day 
with thy heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give 
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of 
thine abiding presence wherever / they may be.  (Silence) 

 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (pause); give 

them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of / thy 
salvation.  (Silence) 

 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Leader: We commend to thy mercy all who have died, that thy will for them may be 

fulfilled (pause); and we pray that we may share with all thy saints in thine e-/ternal 
kingdom.  (Silence) 

 Lord, in thy mercy People:  hear our prayer. 
Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant 

that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.   
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Confession of Sin and Absolution 
Celebrant: Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 

charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new life, following the 
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways:  draw near 
with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling. 

People: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of 
all men:  We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we 
from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 
against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against 
us.  We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the 
remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable.  Have 
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and 
please thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto 
him, have mercy upon you, X pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and 
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 

Comfortable Words 
Celebrant: Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him. 

COME UNTO ME, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you.  Matthew 11: 28 
GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all 
that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.  John 3: 16 

The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 

THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory Sentence 

Celebrant: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the 
Most High.  Psalm 50: 14 

Offertory (choir)  Diffusa est gratias Tone II 
ULL OF GRACE are thy lips:  because God hath blessed thee for ever. 
 

Motet (choir) Johann Eccard (ca.1590) 
HEN TO THE TEMPLE MARY WENT, and brought the Holy Child, him did the 
aged Simeon see, as it had been revealed.  He took up Jesus in his arms, and 

blessing God, he said:  “In peace I now depart, my Saviour having seen, the Hope of 
Israel, the Light of men.”  Help now thy servants, gracious Lord, that we may ever be, 
as once the faithful Simeon was, rejoicing but in thee.  And when we must from Earth 
departure take, may gently fall asleep, and with thee wake. 

F 
W 
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Presentation of the alms and oblations  
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord, 
People: And of thine own have we given thee. 

Orate 
Celebrant: Pray that this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving may be acceptable to God 

the Father Almighty. 
People: May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of his 

holy Name, both to our benefit and that of all his holy Church. 
Sursum corda 

 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant says, 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

ECAUSE in the mystery of the Word made flesh, thou hast caused a new light to shine in 
our hearts, to give the knowledge of thy glory in the face of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and 
magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

 

Sanctus and Benedictus (sung by all) E. Wagner 

 

B 
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The Canon of the Mass 
LL glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender 
mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our 

redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, 
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and 
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of 
that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is 
given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” X 
Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is 
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins.  Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, 
in remembrance of me.” X 
Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly 
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make 
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, 
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to make; having in remembrance his blessed 
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; rendering 
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the 
same. 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty 
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy 
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be 
partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy whole 
Church, may obtain remission of our sins and all other benefits of his passion. 
And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be 
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all 
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most 
precious Body and Blood of thy Son Jesus Christ, X be filled with thy grace and heavenly 
benediction, and made one body with him that he may dwell in us, and we in him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any 
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing 
our merits but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 

Y whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be 
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

 

A 

B 
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all) 
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 

 
The Fraction 

 

Agnus Dei (sung by all)  E. Wagner 
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Prayer of Humble Access (said by all) 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

E do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies.  We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under thy Table.  But thou art the same Lord whose property is always 
to have mercy.  Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.  Amen. 

The Invitation to Communion 
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that 

Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
People: Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the 

word only, and my soul shall be healed. 
Communion Proper (choir)  Responsum accepit Simeon Tone I 

T WAS REVEALED UNTO SIMEON by the Holy Spirit: that he should not see death 
before he had seen the Lord's Anointed. 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (said by those worshipping virtually) 
IN UNION, O Dear Lord, with the faithful at every Altar of Thy Church, where Thy blessed Body and 
Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire to offer Thee praise and thanksgiving.  I present to Thee 
my soul and body, with the earnest wish that I may ever be united to Thee.  And since I cannot now 
receive Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee to come spiritually into my heart.  I unite myself to Thee, 
and embrace Thee with all the affections of my soul.  O let nothing ever separate me from Thee.  Let me 
live and die in Thy love.  Amen. 

 
Motet (choir) Tomás Luis de Victoria (d. 1611) 

ENEX PUERUM PORTABAT: puer autem senem regebat: quem virgo peperit, et post 
partum virgo permansit: ipsum quem genuit, adoravit. 

[The old man carried the child, but the child ruled the old man; him whom the Virgin 
brought forth, and after childbirth remained a virgin him whom she bore, she adored.] 

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion  
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
People: Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost 

feed us, in these Holy Mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and 
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and 
goodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical Body of 
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of 
thy everlasting kingdom.  And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist 
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good 
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.  Amen. 

W 

I 
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The Blessing 
HE peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 
knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 

God Almighty, X�the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with 
you always.  Amen. 

The Dismissal (all stand) Hymnal S 174 

 
The Last Gospel St. John 1: 1-14 

Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Celebrant: X The Beginning of the holy Gospel according to John. 
People: Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

N THE BEGINNING was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God.  The same was in the beginning with God.  All things were made by Him: and 

without Him was not anything made that was made.  In Him was life, and the life was 
the light of men: and the light shineth in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended 
it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might believe.  He was not that 
light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. 
That was the true light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.  He was 
in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not.  He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not.  But as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: which were 
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 
(Here genuflect) AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH, (Here rise) and dwelt among us: and 
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
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Alma Redemptóris Mater (choir) Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina (d. 1594) 
LMA Redemptóris Mater, quæ pérvia cæli porta manes, et stella maris, succúrre cadénti, 
Súrgere qui curat pópulo:  Tu quæ genuísti, natúra miránte, tuum sanctum Genitórem, 

Virgo prius ac postérius, Gabriélis ab ore Sumens illud Ave, peccatórum miserére. 
[Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, assist your people who have 
fallen yet strive to rise again, to the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator, yet remained a 
virgin after as before, You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting, have pity on us poor sinners.] 

 

The Angelus 
Celebrant: The Angel of the Lord announced unto Mary. 
People: And she conceived by the Holy Ghost. 
Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 

death.  Amen. 
Celebrant: Behold the handmaid of the Lord. 
People: Be it unto me according to thy word. 
Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 

death.  Amen. 
(Here genuflect) Celebrant:  And the Word was made flesh. 
(Here rise) People:  And dwelt among us. 
Celebrant: Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women 

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our 

death.  Amen. 
Celebrant: Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. 
People: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 

We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that, as we have known 
the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his 
Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection, through the same 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Hymn 258 (sung by all) "Virgin-born, we bow before thee" Psalm 86 

 

Voluntary:  Mit Fried' und Freud' ich fahr’ dahin (Nunc dimittis) Johann Sebastian Bach (d. 1750) 


