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ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN MIEL 
Artist, Writer, Visionary, Teacher, Wife, Mother, Grandmother, Acolyte, Lover of Knowledge, Seeker 
of Truth, and Generous Giver of Comfort and Joy – at 83 years old Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel, of 
Cambridge, Massachusetts was all of this and more.  Tragically, she suffered a stroke from which she 
could not recover.  She passed away peacefully in a Hospice House surrounded by the love and light of 
her family and friends on March 6th, 2025.  Elizabeth began her journey in Boston, where she 
attended the Girls’ Latin School and then Boston University.  She found her soulmate, Jan, and got 
married, started a family, and moved to Connecticut where she studied linguistics at Yale University 
(receiving her M.Phil).  By the time she was 40 she had studied over 40 human languages and then 
added a handful of computer languages to become an expert programmer working with giant 
computers in the biggest insurance companies in Hartford.  After that, she went back to school, this 
time earning a degree in Christian and Muslim Theology at Hartford Seminary. She went on to publish 
two books, work as a writer and researcher at Wesleyan University, and volunteer as a Chaplain at the 
Middlesex Memorial Hospital for many years.  She was always a person of deep faith and was a long-
time, active member of Grace Episcopal Church in Hartford.  After Jan passed away, she moved back 
to Cambridge where she could be closer to her family, and she started regularly attending The Society 
of Saint John the Evangelist, Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church, and Christ Church in Cambridge.  
Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel was the beloved wife (for 55 years) of the late Jan Miel; devoted mother of 
Justin Miel (Karen Miel) and the late Persephone Miel (Tony Rudié); loving sister of Sara 
MacKiernan, Katherine Hilliard, the late Bertram MacKiernan Jr., and the late John MacKiernan; 
cherished grandmother of Samantha Miel, Alexis Miel, Emma Ruzo (Michael Ruzo), Ingrid Rudié, 
and Lizzie Rudié; dear great-grandmother of Geneva Ruzo; she is also survived by many loving nieces, 
nephews, family and friends. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Concerning the Service 

The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy.  It finds all its meaning in the Resurrection.  
Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, shall be raised. 
The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian.  The very love we have for 
each other in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death.  Jesus himself wept 
at the grave of his friend.  So, while we rejoice that one we love has entered into the 
nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn.  

Book of Common Prayer, p. 507 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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MEMORIAL SERVICE for 

ELIZABETH MACKIERNAN MIEL 
July 18, 2025 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
ELCOME!  We cordially invite all members of the congregation, whether or not 
members of the Episcopal Church, to take part in this service of prayer for Elizabeth 

and those who mourn for her, by standing, sitting, and kneeling, by making the various 
responses, and by joining in the singing as indicated. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
Organ Voluntary:  O Welt, ich muss dich lassen Johannes Brahms (d. 1897)) 

THE ENTRANCE RITE 
All stand for the entrance of the Ministers of the Mass. 

Entrance Anthems (choir)  Burial Sentences John Merbecke (c. 1550), arr. H. Willan and K. Swann 
 am the resurrection and the life, saith the LORD: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the 
earth; and though this body be destroyed, yet shall I see God, whom I shall see for 
myself and mine eyes shall behold, and not as a stranger. 
We brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.  The 
LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; blessed be the Name of the LORD. 

Officiant: The LORD be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: With faith in Jesus Christ, we receive the remains of our sister Elizabeth for 

burial.  Let us pray with confidence to God, the Giver of life, that he will raise her to 
perfection in the company of the saints. 
Deliver thy servant Elizabeth, O Sovereign Lord Christ, from all evil, and set her free 
from every bond; that she may rest with all thy saints in the eternal habitations; where 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit thou livest and reignest, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

The Collect (remain standing.) 
Officiant: The LORD be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

 GOD, whose mercies cannot be numbered:  Accept our prayers on behalf of thy 
servant Elizabeth, and grant her an entrance into the land of light and joy, in the 

fellowship of thy saints; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
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THE WORD OF GOD 

Old Testament Lesson:  Wisdom 3: 1-5, 9 [NRSV] (all sit) 
A Reading from the Book of the Wisdom. 

ut the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and no torment will ever touch 
them.  In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died, and their departure was 

thought to be a disaster and their going from us to be their destruction, but they are at 
peace.  For though in the sight of others they were punished, their hope is full of 
immortality.  Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good, because God 
tested them and found them worthy of himself.   Those who trust in him will understand 
truth, and the faithful will abide with him in love, because grace and mercy are upon his 
holy ones, and he watches over his elect. 
The Word of the LORD. The People respond:  Thanks be to God. 

ÿ W ÿ W ÿ W ÿ W ÿ W ÿ 
Psalm 116 (choir) (all sit) Dilexi, quoniam  

A Reading from Psalm 116 
y delight is in the LORD, * 
because he hath heard the voice of my prayer; 

Because he hath inclined his ear unto me, * 
therefore will I call upon him as long as I live. 

The snares of death compassed me round about, * 
and the pains of hell gat hold upon me. 

I found trouble and heaviness; 
 then called I upon the Name of the LORD; * 
O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul. 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; * 
yea, our God is merciful. 

The LORD preserveth the simple; * 
I was in misery, and he helped me. 

Turn again then unto thy rest, O my soul, * 
for the LORD hath rewarded thee. 

And why? thou hast delivered my soul from death, * 
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. 

I will walk before the LORD * 
in the land of the living. 

I will pay my vows now in the presence of all his people; * 
right dear in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints. 

B 
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The Epistle:  2 Corinthians 4: 16 – 5; 9  [NRSV] (remain seated) 
A Reading from the Second Letter to the Corinthians. 

O we do not lose heart.  Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 
nature is being renewed day by day.  For our slight, momentary affliction is producing 

for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we look not at what can be 
seen but at what cannot be seen, for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 
seen is eternal. 
For we know that, if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 
God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.  For in this tent we groan, 
longing to be further clothed with our heavenly dwelling, for surely when we have been 
clothed in it we will not be found naked.  For while we are in this tent, we groan under 
our burden because we wish not to be unclothed but to be further clothed, so that what 
is mortal may be swallowed up by life.  So we are always confident, even though we 
know that while we are at home in the body we are away from the Lord — for we walk 
by faith, not by sight.  Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather be away from 
the body and at home with the Lord.  So whether we are at home or away, we make it 
our aim to be pleasing to him. 
The Word of the LORD. The People respond:  Thanks be to God. 

Hymn 646 (sung by all) “The King of love my shepherd is” Dominus regit me 

 

S 
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The Holy Gospel:  John 10: 11-16 [RSV] (all stand) 

Officiant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People’s response: X Glory be to thee, O LORD. 

 am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is 
a hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and flees; and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. He flees because 
he is a hireling and cares nothing for the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my 
life for the sheep. And I have other sheep, that are not of this fold; I must bring them also, 
and they will heed my voice. So there shall be one flock, one shepherd. 
The Gospel of the Lord. People’s response:  Praise be to thee, O Christ. 

Homily (all sit) The Rev. Marta S. Rivera Monclova, PhD, Curate 
The Apostles’ Creed (all stand) 

 believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer (all kneel or stand) 
Officiant: The LORD be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

UR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

I 
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The Prayers of the People (the people kneel or stand as they are able) 
Leader:  In peace, let us pray to the LORD. 

LMIGHTY GOD, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 
fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord: Grant, we beseech thee, 

to thy whole Church in paradise and on earth, thy light and thy peace.  Amen. 
Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to 
sin and rise to newness of life, and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass 
with him to our joyful resurrection.  Amen. 
Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that thy Holy 
Spirit may lead us in holiness and righteousness all our days.  Amen. 
Grant to thy faithful people pardon and peace, that we may be cleansed from all our 
sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind.  Amen. 
Grant to all who mourn a sure confidence in thy fatherly care, that, casting all their grief 
on thee, they may know the consolation of thy love.  Amen. 
Give courage and faith to those who are bereaved, that they may have strength to meet 
the days ahead in the comfort of a reasonable and holy hope, in the joyful expectation of 
eternal life with those they love.  Amen. 
Grant us grace to entrust Elizabeth to thy never-failing love; receive her into the arms of thy 
mercy, and remember her according to the favor that thou bearest unto thy people.  Amen. 
Grant that, increasing in knowledge and love of thee, she may go from strength to 
strength in the life of perfect service in thy heavenly kingdom.  Amen. 
Grant us, with all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, to have our 
consummation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory, and with the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, Blessed Martin, and all thy saints, to receive the crown of life which thou dost 
promise to all who share in the victory of thy Son Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

A 
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Hymn 358 (sung by all) “Christ the Victorious” Russia (words by Carl P. Daw, Jr., b. 1944) 
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THE COMMENDATION 

Commendation Anthem (choir;  remain standing) Kontakion [Kievan Chant] 
IVE rest, O Christ, to thy servant with thy saints: where sorrow and pain are no 
more; neither sighing, but life everlasting.  Thou only art immortal, the Creator 

and Maker of man: and we are mortal, formed of the earth, and unto earth shall we 
return, for so thou didst ordain, when thou createdst me, saying, Dust thou art, and 
unto dust shalt thou return.  All we go down to the dust; and weeping o’er the grave, 
we make our song: alleluya, alleluya, alleluya. 

Commendation Prayer: 
Officiant: Into thy hands, O merciful Savior, we commend thy servant Elizabeth.  

Acknowledge, we humbly beseech thee, a sheep of thine own fold, a lamb of thine 
own flock, a sinner of thine own redeeming.  Receive her into the arms of thy mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints 
in light.  Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
Officiant: The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 

the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, make 
you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-
pleasing in his sight; And the blessing of God Almighty, X the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always.  Amen. 

Officiant: Rest eternal grant unto her O LORD; 
People: And let light perpetual shine upon her. 
Officiant: May she rest this day in peace. 
People: Amen. 
Officiant: Let us go forth in the Name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

In Paradisum (choir) Mode VII 
NTO Paradise may the angels lead thee, and at thy coming may the martyrs receive 
thee, and bring thee into the holy city, Jerusalem.  May the choir of angels receive 

thee, and with Lazarus, who once was poor, mayst thou have rest eternal. 
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THE COMMITTAL 

Grace Church Memorial Garden 
Committal Anthem (choir;  remain standing) 

N the midst of life we are in death; of whom may we seek for succor, but of thee, O 
Lord, who for our sins art justly displeased? 

Yet, O Lord God most holy, O Lord most mighty, O holy and most merciful Savior, 
deliver us not into the bitter pains of eternal death. 
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy merciful ears to our prayer; but 
spare us, Lord most holy, O God most mighty, O Holy and merciful savior, thou most 
worthy Judge eternal.  Suffer us not, at our last hour, through any pains of death, to fall 
from thee. 

Then, while earth is cast upon the grave, the Officiant says these words: 
N sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we commend to Almighty God our sister Elizabeth, and we commit her body to the 

ground; earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  The Lord bless her and keep her, the 
Lord lift up his countenance upon her and give her peace.  Amen. 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Officiant: Let us pray. 

The Officiant and People say together, 
UR Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done on earth, as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread.  And forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and 
ever.  Amen. 

Then the Officiant may say, 
 Almighty God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, who by a voice from heaven didst 
proclaim, Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord:  Multiply we beseech thee, to those 

who rest in Jesus the manifold blessings of thy love, that the good work which thou didst 
begin in them may be made perfect unto the day of Jesus Christ.  And of thy mercy, O 
heavenly Father, grant that we, who now serve thee on earth, may at last, together with 
them, be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light; for the sake of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

Then may be said, 
EST eternal grant to her, O Lord: 
  People:  And let light perpetual shine upon her. 

May her soul, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 People:  Amen. 

The Officiant dismisses the people with these words: 
HE God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant:  Make you 

perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well pleasing in his 
sight; through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

Please join us for a reception in our parish hall following the interment. 
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Grace Episcopal Church 
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106 

Office:  860 233-0825         Fax:  860 233-5082 
E-mail:  church@gracehartford.org       Web site:  www.gracehartford.org 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/GECHartford 
YouTube:  www.youtube.com/@GraceEpiscopalHartford 

E are a diverse community united by our commitment to Jesus Christ and our desire 
to live the Christian life.  Our prayers and the Sacraments help us find Christ in 

church and in the world.  Seeing Christ in each other and in the faces of strangers, we are 
inspired to reach out in love and service. 

The Rev. Rowena J. Kemp, Rector 
Cell phone:  203-209-4178   Church office:  860-233-0825 

Email:  RevRowena@gracehartford.org 
The Rev. Marta S. Rivera Monclova, PhD, Curate 

The Rev. Canon Robert G. Carroon, Associate Priest 
The Rev. Canon Annika Warren, Associate Priest 

The Rev. Joseph L. Pace, Associate Priest 
Mr. Kyle Swann, Choirmaster and Organist 
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