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We are a diverse community united by our commitment to Jesus Christ and our desire
to live the Christian life. Our prayers and the Sacraments help us find Christ in
church and in the world. Seeing Christ in each other and in the faces of strangers, we are
inspired to reach out in love and service.
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SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY. We hope you feel at home with us and that
you find the love, peace, inspiration, and strength to meet the challenges of your

WELCOME to all who are joining with us virtually as we celebrate 7HE FIRST

daily life.
We hope that you will take part in our worship by making the Peoples’ responses as
indicated and joining in the hymn-singing.

If you would like more information about Grace Church, or the Ep1scopa1 Church, please
communicate with our Rector, The Rev. Rowena Kemp, or make an appointment with her
to discuss any questions you have.
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GRACE €PISCOpAlL Church

The First Sunday after Christmas Day

December 29, 2024 Sung Mass, 10:30 A.M. Propers of Year C
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Mass Setting: Missa de Sancta Maria Magdalena Healey Willan (d. 1968)

This setting of the Ordinary of the Mass is for congregational singing.
Voluntary: Away in a manger (Cradle Song)
William J. Kirkpatrick (d. 1921), arr. Keith Chapman (d. 1989)
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Entrance Rite and The Liturgy of the Word
Introit (choir) Tone VII
[Antiphon]DUM MEDIUM SILENTIUM tenérent omnia, et nox in suo cursu médium iter
habéret: Omnipotens sermo tuus, Démine, de calis a reglibus sédibus venit. [Psaim]
Déminus  regnavit, decérem indatus est: indatus est Doéminus fortitddinem, et
pracinxit se. Gloria Patri, et Filio, et Spiritui Sancto. Sicut erat in principio, et nunc, et
sempet, et in saécula seculorum. Amen. /Repear antiphon. ]

[Ant. ] Whenas all the world was in profoundest quietness, and night was in the midst of her swift
course: thine almighty Word, O Lord, leaped down from heaven out of thy royal throne. /Ps./
The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel: the Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded
himself with strength. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost: as it was
in the beginning, 1s now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. [Repear antiphon.]

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: # Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People:  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for Purity

ALMIGI—ITY GOD, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Hol
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy IEoly Name; tﬂrougﬁ
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Summary of the Law

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:

TI—IOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all th
mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it: thou shaK
love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.

Kyrie eleison (sung by all) H. Willan
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Gloria in excels1s ( sung b}/ a]]} H. Willan
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God the Fa- ther. A- men.
The Collect of the Day

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People:

Celebrant: Let us pray.
ALMIGI—ITY GOD, who hast poured upon us the new light of thine incarnate Word:

Grant that the same light, enkindled in our hearts, may shine forth in our lives;
through the same Jesus Christ our Lord; who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

And with thy spirit.



The OId Testament Lesson: Isaiah 61: 10 - 62: 3 /NRSV/
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah.

IWiH greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my GOD; for he has
clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself
with her jewels For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is
sown in it to spring up, so the LORD GOD will cause righteousness and praise to spring
up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I
will not rest, until her vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a
burning torch. The nations shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and
you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. You shall be a
crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

The Word of the Lord. Congregatfon’s Response: Thanks be to God.

The Gradual: Psalm 147 Laudate Dominum

(Congregation sings the italicized verses.)
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12 PRAISE THE LORD, O Je- | rusaem;
* praise thy | God, O Sron.

13 For he hath made fast the bars of thy / gates,
*and hath bless'd thy chil- | dren within thee.

14 I—Ie maketh peace in thy | borders,
* and filleth thee | with the flour of  wheat.

15 He sendeth forth his commandment upon [ earth,
*and his word runneth | very switt /P
16 He giveth snow like | wool,
* and scattereth the hoar- | frost like ashes.
17 He casteth forth his rce like | morsels:
*who 1s able | to abide his " frose?
18 He sendeth out his word and | melteth ~ them:
* he bloweth with his wind | and the waters  flow.
19 He showeth his word unto | Jacob,
* his statutes and ordinances | unto Isra”\el.
20 He hath not dealt so with any | nation;
* netther have the heathen | knowledge of his " laws.

Tone VIII.I



The Epistle: Galatians 3: 23-25; 4: 4-7 /NRSV/
A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Galatians.

OW before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith

would be revealed. Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject
to a discip%narian. But when the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a
woman, born under the law, in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children. And because you are children, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!l Father!” So you are no longer a slave but a

child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The Word of the Lord. People’s Response: Thanks be to God.
Alleluia  Dominus regnavit Tone VI
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Cantor: A— le— lu- ia.
People: Y A = lu- — ~— —

Choir:  'THE LORD IS KING, and hath put on glorious apparel: the Lord hath put on his
apparel, and girded himself with strength.
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The Holy Gospel: St. John I: I-18 /RSV/
Celebrant: The Beginning of the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.

People’s response: Glory be to thee, O Lord.

N THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and
without him was not anything made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the
hght of men. The hght shmes in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came for testimony, to bear
witness to the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to
bear witness to the light.
The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world. He was in the world,
and the world was madge through him, yet the world knew him not. He came to his own
home, and his own people recetved him not. But to all who received him, who believed in
his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the ﬂesﬁ nor of the will of man, but of God.
AND THE WORD BECAME FLESH and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have

beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. (John bore witness to him,

and cried, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, for he
was before me.” ™) And from his fulness have we all received, grace upon grace. For the
law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has
ever seen God; the only Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, he has made him known.

The Gospel of the Lord. People’s Response: Praise be to thee, O Christ.



The Sermon

The Rev. Rowena J. Kemp, Recror

The Nicene Creed (sung by all) Missa de Angelis
Cantor All
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Qui pro-pter nos ho-mi-nes, et pro-pter no-stram sa-lu-tem de-scen-dit de coe-lis,
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Et in-car-na-tus est de Spi-ri-tu San- cto ex Ma-ri-a Vir-gi-ne: et ho-mo fa-ctus est.
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The Prayers of the People Form IV

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:
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Let us pray for the Church and | for the world.
#
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Grant almighty God, that all who confess thy Name may be united in thy truth,
live together in thy love, and reveal thy glory / in the world. (Sifence)
# onplt
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Lord, in thy mer - Cy hear our prayer. ( Sung after every intercession )
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the / common good. (Sifence)
Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as thine own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to thy hon-/or and glory. (Sifence)
Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Watch over thy children Carherme, & Charles, O Lord, as their days increase;
bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand;
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in
their hearts may thy peace WI%iCh passeth understanding abide all the days / of
their lives. (Silence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish; that we may have the
hands and hearts to carry / out thy will. (Sience)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We commend to thy gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad /especially N,/ Defend them day by day
with thy heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give
them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
thine abiding presence wherever / they may be. (Silence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (pause); give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of / thy
salvation. ( &]ence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We commend to thy mercy all who have died, that thy will for them may be
tulfilled (pause); and we pray that we may share with all thy saints in thine e- /ternal
kingdom. (: Sz]ence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant

that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. People
— o
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Confession of Sin and Absolution

Deacon:  Ye who do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and
charity with your neighbors, and intend to leacf] a new life, following the
commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways: draw near
with faith, and make your humble confession to Almighty God, devoutly kneeling.

People:  Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, Judge of
all men: We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, WhiC% we
from time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed,
against thy divine Majesty, provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against
us. We do earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the
remembrance of them is grievous unto us, the burden of them is intolerable. Have
mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus
Christ's sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter serve and

lease thee in newness of life, to the honor and glory of thy Name; through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised
forgiveness of sins to all those who with hearty repentance and true faith turn unto
him, have mercy upon you, ¥ pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and
strengthen you in all goodness, and bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Comfortable Words
Celebrant: Hear the Word of God to all who truly turn to him.
COME UNTO ME, all ye that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. Matthew 11: 28
GOD SO LOVED THE WORLD, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that all
that believe in him should not perish, but have everl);sting life. John 3: 16
The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And with thy Spirit.

The Minissters and People greet one another in the Name of the Lord.
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THE HOLY COMMUNION
Offertory Sentence
Celebrant: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the
Most High. Psalm 50: 14

Offertory (choir) Tone II
EUS ENIM FIRMAVIT orbem terrz, qui non commovébitur: parata sedes tua, Deus,
ex tung, a saéculo tu es.

God hath made the round world so sure that it cannot be moved: ever since the world began hath
thy seat, O God, been prepared; thou art from everlasting.

Hymn 112 (sung by all) “In the bleak midwinter” Cranham
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost -y wind made moan,
2 Our God, heaven can - not hold him, nor_  earth sus - tain;
3 An - gels and arch - an - gels may have gath - ered there,
4 What can I give him, poor_— as I am?
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If I were a shep - herd, I would bring a lamb;
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Presentation of the alms and oblations
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord,
People:  And of thine own have we given thee.
Orate
Celebrant: Pray that this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving may be acceptable to God
the Father Almighty.
People: ~ May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the graise and glory of his
holy Name, both to our benefit and that of all his holy Church.
Sursum corda

A Celebrant People
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The Lord be  with you.  And with thy  spi- rit.
A Celebrant People
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Let us give  thanks un- to our Lord God.
A People
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It is meet and right so  to do.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant says,

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

ECAUSE thou didst give Jesus Christ, thine only Son, to be born for us; who, by the

mi%lhty power of the Holy Ghost, was made very Man of the substance of the Virgin
Mary his mother; that we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power
to become thy children.
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus (sung by all) H. Willan
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Name of the Lord. Ho- san- na in the high- est.
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The Canon of the Mass
Celebrant: Let us pray.
LL glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender

mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect,
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of
that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saymg, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it
in remembrance of me.” %

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee,
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to maﬁ having in remembrance his blessed
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and fglonous ascension; rendering
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the
same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanct1fy, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, recetving them accordmg to thy Son our
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be

partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of
raise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Elood we and all thy whole

Church, may obtain remission of our sins and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most
precious Body and BF od of thy Son Jesus Christ, ¥ be filled with thy grace and heavenly

benediction, and made one body with him that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing
our merits but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

BY whom, and with whom, in the unity of the I—Ioly Ghost all honor and glory be
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.

People
@ (0]
A- men.
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung by all)
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
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Prayer of Humble Access (said by all)
Celebrant. Let us pray.
WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus

Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.

The Invitation to Communion

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

People:  Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the
word only, and my soul shall be healed.

Communion (chorr) Tone I
OLLE PUERUM et matrem éjus, et vade in terram Israel: deftncti sunt enim, qui
quarébant dnimam pueri.

[ Take the young Child and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which
sought the young Child’s life. |

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (sard by those worshipping virtually)
IN UNION, O Dear Lord, with the farthful at every Altar of Thy Church, where Thy
blessed Body and Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire ro offer Thee prarse and
t]zanksg[vzbg, [ present to Thee my soul and body, with the earnest wish thar I may ever
be united to Thee. And since [ cannot now recerve Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee
to come spiritually imto my heart. I unite myself to Thee, and embrace Thee with all the
affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from Thee. Let me live and die n

T]z}/]ove, Amen.
e M2 Me M2 M2 M M2 M

U
Carol (chorr) “Lullee, lullay” Peter Niedmann (b. 1960)
ullee, lullay, I could not love thee more if thou wast Christ the King. Now tell me,
how did Mary know That in her womb should sleep and grow The Lord of
everything? Lullee, lullay, An angel stood with her Who said, “That which doth stir
Like summer in thy side Shall save the world from sin. Then stable, stall and inn Shall
cherish Christmastide.” Lullee, lullay, And so it was that Day. And did she love Him
more Because an angel came To prophesy His name? Ah no, not so, She could not

love Him more, But loved Him just the same. Lullee, lullee, luﬂay.
Text by Janet Lewis (b. 1899)

Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion

Celebrant: Let us pray.

People:  Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
teed us, in these Holy Mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and

oodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical Body of
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of
thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom

with thee and the I—I}z)ly Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.
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The Christmas Blessing

[\ 1 AY Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season,
scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior's birth, fill you
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.
May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give

you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almight{, % the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be

amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal (a// stand) Hymnal S 174
L Deacon People
D — o —
) @ @ 174 o) I \—/. @ @ =) 7, |
Let us go forth in the name of  Christ. Thanks be to God.

The Last Gospel

16

St. Matthew 2: 1-12
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy Spirit.

Celebrant: The Continuation of the holy Gospel according to Matthew.

People: ~ Glory be to thee, O Lord.

NOW when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,

behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to
worship him.”  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
with him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of
them where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
is written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will govern
my people Israel.”” Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from
them what time the star appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the chif , and when you have found him bring me word, that I too
may come and worship him.” When they had heard the king they went their way; and
lo, the star which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great
joy; and going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold
and frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they
departed to their own country by another way.

People:  Thanks be to God.



Alma Redemptoéris Mater (chorr)

ALMA Redemptoris Mater, qua pérvia celi porta manes, et stella maris, succtirre cadénti,
Stirgere qui curat pépulo: Tu quae genuist1, nat(ira mirante, tuum sanctum Genitérem,
Virgo prius ac postérius, Gabriélis ab ore Sumens illud Ave, peccatérum miserére.

[Loving mother of the Redeemer, gate of heaven, star of the sea, assist your people who have

tallen yet strive to rise again, to the wonderment of nature you bore your Creator, yet remained a
virgin after as before, You who received Gabriel's joyful greeting, have pity on us poor sinners. |

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

People:
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The Angelus
The Angel of the Lord announced unto Mary.
And she conceived by the I—Ioly Ghost.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Behold the handmaid of the Lord.

Be it unto me according to thy word.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

(Here genuflect) Celebrant: And the Word was made flesh.
(Here rise) People: And dwelt among us.

Celebrant:
People:

Celebrant:
People:
Celebrant:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Let us pray.

WE beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that, as we have
known the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel,
so by his Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection, through
the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Mode V
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Hymn 115 (sung by all)

"What child is this, who, laid to rest"

Greensleeves

Voluntary: Variations on Greensleeves
18
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December 29, 2024 — 1 Christmas
The Presiding Bishop’s Christmas Message

Dear People of God in The Episcopal Church:

Among the Christmas Gospels, Luke is surely the crowd pleaser. Nearly our entire visual vocabulary of Christmas—the
manger, the shepherds, the angels—comes from the second chapter of Luke. Thanks to Luke, we all know the answer to the
trivia question, “Who was Quirinius?”

But if you go to church on Christmas morning, or if your congregation’s custom is to read a last Gospel on Christmas Eve,
you will hear the beginning of the Gospel of John, which includes other words we all know: “And the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us...” Christmas does not truly begin for me until I hear those words.

While Luke paints us a picture of a noisy and chaotic birth, in John we encounter the powerfully quiet mystery of the
Incarnation. John brings us the astonishing truth that God lived among us as a person, “full of grace and truth,” ready to share
the pain and sorrow of being human.

Especially this year, our hurting and divided world is desperate for the Incarnation. We live, as have many generations before
us, in a time of fear, division, and instability. The Enemy has turned us against one another, sometimes in our own families
and communities. The land of Jesus’ birth is torn apart by violence and tremendous suffering, and across the globe, we have
hardened our hearts against the strangers among us. All too often, we hear voices that claim the mantle of Christianity calling
most loudly for exclusion and conquest.

As Episcopalians, we must resist the urge to retreat from this broken world. Instead, we have been called to model our life
together on a different vision of God’s kingdom. Contrary to the wotld’s expectations, we have bound ourselves together in a
global community, following the Risen Christ together despite our differences. We know that death, suffering, and enmity are
not the last word, and we proclaim it every time we gather at God’s table.

At Christmas, we can make our unity a witness to the world. Every day, in congregations and communities across our church,
you are feeding the hungty, binding up the brokenhearted, caring for the vulnerable, and transforming lives through the power
of the gospel. We can also proclaim God’s presence by giving to our church’s historic ministries that are working to alleviate
suffering at home and abroad:

e Episcopal Migration Ministries, which is working to resettle refugees and create welcoming communities for
migrants in the face of fear.

e American Friends of the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem, which brings hope and healing to vulnerable families
across the Holy Land.

o Episcopal Relief & Development, which advances lasting change in communities affected by injustice, poverty,
disaster, and climate change.

Most of all, we can commit our lives to creating a world that is more just and more loving, in which the grace and truth that
came down to us at Christmas is kindled all year long. Especially this year, as we begin our ministry together, I am grateful to
be working toward this vision with you.

May God bless you and all those you love this Christmas and always.

The Rt. Rev. Sean W. Rowe

Presiding Bishop

Published by the Office of Formation of The Episcopal Church, 815 Second Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10017

© 2024 The Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America. Al rights reserved.

19



Tuesday, December 31, 6 p.m.
Grace Church

55 New Park Ave
First Evensong of
Watch Nigh
Holy Name ' EhE
The Haven Schola (which is With our guest homily, we

open to all) will start the
evening with candlelit
Evensong

will shift into congregational
hymnsing with prayers for
justice and peace

Community Dinner and (more!) singing to follow
Feol, prae—lt not olligated | —to bring o dish to share

After dinner, caravan to St Monica's for more Watch Night at 10!

Welcome one and all to our monthly "HAVENSONG" which this time will be a
hybrid service, celebrating both the first Evensong of the MOST HOLY NAME
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (January I) and WATCH NIGHT. WATCH
NIGHT primarily commemorates when the Emancipation Proclamation took

effect on January I, 1863. We will celebrate with singing, prayers, and a

community meal foﬂowing. We've invited several area churches, and encoura
everyone to car pool or caravan from Grace Church to St. Monica's Church,

T

3575 Main Street, Hartford, for their 10:00 p.M. Watch Night Service.
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For more on the history of Watch Night, see this piece from the
National Museum of African American History:
https: / /nmaahc.si.edu/ explore /stories/ historical—legacy—watch-night
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December 29 The First Sunday after Christmas Day

FOR PASTORAL ASSISTANCE
THE REV. ROWENA KEMP welcomes hearing from you. Please don’t hesitate to contact her if there’s
something you’d like to discuss, and please contact her immediately, should there be an illness,

hospitalization, or any other pastoral emergency that she should know about. [For such emergencies, please
note Rev. Rowena’s cell phone number: 203-209-4178. ]

PEOPLE AND PLACES TO KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

A reminder: Tori Burns manages this list for us, and prayer requests need to be renewed after 2 weeks.
Please communicate all praver requests & updates with her (860-539-8790); (tburns(@gracehartford.orq).

® Bishops and Clergy: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Sean, Presiding Bishop; Jeffrey and Laura, Bishops of ECCT;

Rowena, Jerry, Annika, and Joseph, our priests, and Marta, our deacon.

® Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: 'We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish, that we may have
the hands and hearts to carry out thy will; for the Episcopal Church in CT & the Anglican Communion;
St. Mark’s, Bridgewater; Good Shepherd, Bristol; St. Paul’s, Brookfield; Trinity, Brooklyn; and soup
kitchens, food pantries, and all ministries that feed those who go without. The Episcopal Church.

® World & Community Concerns: For peace throughout the world, especially between Iran, Israel, and Gaza, and
in the Middle East; in Sudan; and between Russia and Ukraine; for Christians being persecuted around the
world, particularly in China and Palestine; for those who are suffering because of extreme climate; for the
hungry and poor in our midst; and the volunteers who serve A4 Place of Grace food pantry.

®Serving Our Country in the Military (especially those associated with Grace Church): Brian, Spencer, Bradley,
Curtis, Jordan, John, Carrington, William, Noel, James, Ryan, Michael, Karl, Alec, Jeff, David, Tom,
Michael, and Charles.

® Thanksgiving and Celebrations: We give thanks and ask for thy blessings upon Catherine Cohn (Tue.), and Charles
Fisher (Wed.), whose birthdays we celebrate this week.

® Sick or in need: Lynne; Debra; David; Neil; Lea & the Rivera Family; Mark; Jerry; Bonnie & the Burns Family;
Megin; Walter & Claudia; Tom & Elaine; Ellen; Sally; Errol, Norma & the Kemp Family; Barbara; Nigel,
Kraig & Deidre; Mary; Antoinette; Josephine, Melissa, Jaden, Tay, Soraya & Rapael; Julia, Mike, Andre &
Maria; Linda, Tiffany & the Galarza Family; Kathy; Patti; Delores; Nancy; Marcolina; Peter; Sr. Linda;
Leonard; Joy; Cori and the Mackey Family; Brad & Mary; Judy; Jane; Bill, Carolyn & Susan; Mc]John;
Doreen; Ted; Kanata; Betty & John; Mary & Lou; Nelda Sue; Diane; Nina; Ellen and Jim; Lauren, Alexandra
& Anna; Mark & Diane; Jean; and all victims of natural and man-made disasters.

® The Deceased: We pray for the repose of The Rev. Robert “Bob” Sireno, Deacon, all soldiers and civilians killed in
war or civil strife, and in memory of Eleanor Ruta, Jacquelyn Jarrett, and Linda Howell Hines.

oY~~~ ¢ GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH? S~~~ ~ R
THE REV. ROWENA J. KEMP, RECTOR
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106-2123
Church telephone: 860-233-0825 Church fax: 860-233-5082 Rectory telephone: 860-994-5022
Rector’s cell phone: 203-209-4178 Rector’s email: RevRowena(@gracchartford.org
Church e-mail: church(@gracchartford.org Website: www.gracehartford.org

ﬂ Visit “Grace Episcopal Church, Hartford, CT” on FACEBOOK. ﬂ
Please join and help us spread the good news online!
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Sunday, December 29 The First Sunday after Christmas Day
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:30 a.m.: Solemn High Mass (also on Facebook Live)

Tuesday, December 31 Of the Octave
6:00 p.m.: WATCH NIGHT with HAVEN SCHOLA EVENSONG~
followed by Pot-Luck Community Dinner/Reception & (optional) carpool/caravan to
St. Monica’s Episcopal Church, 3575 Main Street, Hartford

Wednesday, January 1 THE MOST HOLY NAME OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
11:00 a.m.: Low Mass (also on Facebook Live)

Saturday, January 4 Christmas Feria
11:00 a.m.: Communion Service at the Parkville Care Center

Sunday, January 5 The Second Sunday after Christmas Day
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:30 a.m.: Solemn High Mass (also on Facebook Live)

Monday, January 6 THE EPIPHANY ~
THE MANIFESTATION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST TO THE GENTILES
6:00 p.m.: SOLEMN HIGH MASS (also on Facebook Live), followed by Three Kings celebration

PRS- L 4 3 &

Visit “Grace Episcopal Church, Hartford CT” on FACEBOOK
Please join, and help us spread the good news online!

JOIN US FOR THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY
Monday, January 6*

6:00 p.m. Solemn High Mass with Choir
and Procession of the Three Kings

Followed by celebration with gifts for the children!
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