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E-mail: church(@gracehartford. org Web site: www.gracehartford.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GECHartford

WE are a diverse community united by our commitment to Jesus Christ and our desire
to live the Christian life. Our prayers and the Sacraments help us find Christ in
church and in the world. Seeing Christ in each other and in the faces of strangers, we are
inspired to reach out in love and service.

The Rev. Rowena J. Kemp, Recror
Cell phone: 203-209-4178 Church office: 860-233-0825

Email: RevRowena@gracehartford.org

The Rev. Canon Robert G. Carroon, Associate Priest
The Rev. Canon Annika Warren, Associate Priest
The Rev. Joseph L. Pace, Associate Priest
Mr. Kyle Swann, Choirmaster and Organist

The Vestry
Claudia Gwardyak, Sensor Warden; Barbara Galbreath, Junior Warden
Katharine Rovetti, Parish Clerk
Mark Lacedonia, 7reasurer; Barbara Galbreath, Assistant Treasurer
Douglas Bowman, Adrianne Brown, Josephine Dominguez,
Linda Galarza-Rosa, Pamela Glasner, Gregory Simmons
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SUNDAY OF EASTER. We hope you feel at home with us and that you find the
love, peace, inspiration, and strength to meet the chaﬂenges of your daily life.

WELCOME to all who are joining with us virtually as we celebrate THE SECOND

We hope that you will take part in our worship by making the Peoples’ responses as
indicated and joining in the hymn-singing.

If you would like more information about Grace Church, or the Ep1scopa1 Church, please
communicate with our Rector, The Rev. Rowena Kemp, or make an appointment with her
to discuss any questions you have.
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Mass Setting: Grace Mass Edward Wagner, 1987
This setting of the Ordinary of the Mass is for congregational singing.

N N I I I S IS IS S I S I S N

Voluntary: Regina coelf Marcel Dupré (d. 1971)

The Asperges

During the Easter Season, we begin each Sunday High Mass
with the sprinkling of the congregants with Holy Water as a reminder of our Baptism.

Vidi aquam (choir) Mode VIII
I saw water proceeding out of the Temple, from the right side thereof, alleluia: and all,
whithersoever the waters shall come, shall be healed, and shall say, alleluia, alleluia.
Celebrant: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. Alleluia.
People:  And grant us thy salvation. Alleluia.

Celebrant: O Lord, hear my prayer.

People: ~ And let my cry come unto thee.
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.

People: And with thy Spirit.

Celebrant: Let us pray.

Graciously hear us, O Lord, holy Father, Almighty, everlastmg God: and vouchsafe to
send thy Angel from heaven to guard, cherish, protect, visit, and defend all who are
assembled in this thy holy temple: through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Opening Acclamation
Celebrant: Alleluia! Christ s risen!
People: ~ The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect for Purity
LMIGHTY GOD, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts y the Inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Introit (choir) Quasimodo geniti infantes Mode VI
S NEWBORN BABES, alleluia: desire ye the sincere milk of the word, alleluia, alleluia,
Malleluia.

Summary of the Law
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith:
TI—IOU shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all th af]

mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is hke unto it: thou sh

love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.
3



Gloria in excelsis (sung by all) E. Wagner
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy Spirit.
Celebrant: Let us pray.
ALMIGI—ITY and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery hast established the new
covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all who have been reborn into the fellowship of
Christ's Body may show forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through the

same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.




The First Lesson: The Acts of the Apostles 4: 32-35 /NRSV//
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

NOW the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in
common. With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what
was sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need.

The Word of the Lord. Congreganbn’s Response: Thanks be to God.

The Gradual: Psalm 133 Ecce, quam bonum! Tone VIIL.2
(Congregational part in rtalics)
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1 Behold, how good and joyful a thing it | 1s,
* for brethren to dw ]]y e- [ ther in uni’ty!
2 It 1s like the preaous ot upon the head, that ran down unto the | beard,
*even unto Aaron’s beard, and went down to the skirts | of his clothing.
3 Like as the dew of | Hermon,
* which fell upon the | hill of Sion.
4 For there the Lord promzsea’ his [ blessing,

*and | life for ever’more.
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The Epistle: T John I: I -2:2 [NRSV]
A reading from the First Letter of John.

WE DECLARE TO YOU what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands,
concerning the word of life — this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it
and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us — we
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. This is the message we have heard
from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him there is no darkness at all.
If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and
do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have
tellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unr1ghteousness If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is
not in us. My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.

But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the r1ghteous

and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of

the whole world.
The Word of the Lord. People’s Response: Thanks be to God.
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The Alleluia /n dre resurrectionis meae Tone VI
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Cantory A le- lu- ia.
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People: le- lu-

Choir:  In the day of my resurrection, saith the Lord: I will go before you into Galilee.
[}

People: A— = lus — — —

Choir:  After eight days, when the doors were shut: stood Jesus in the midst of his
disciples, and said, Peace be unto you.
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The Holy Gospel: St. John 20: 19-31 /RSV/
The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to John.
People:  # Glory be to thee, O Lord.

ON the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being shut where the
disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to
them, "Peace be with you." When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his
side. Then the dlsc1ples were glad when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again,
"Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And when he had
said th1s, he breathed on them, and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." Now
Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in
his hands the print of the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nads, and place my
hand in his 5156, I will not believe." Eight (f;ys later, his disciples were again in the house,
and Thomas was with them. The doors were
shut, but Jesus came and stood among them,
and said, ""Peace be with you." Then he said
to Thomas, "Put your fy nger here, and see
my hands; and put out your hand, and place
it in my side; do not be faithless, but
behevmg Thomas answered him, "My
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him,
"Have you believed because you have seen
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and
yet believe." Now Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of the disciples, which are not
written in this book; but these are written R
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord. Congregation’s Response: Praise be to thee, O Christ.




The Sermon
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The Nicene Creed
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The Prayers of the People Form IV

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

Leader:

2
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2
Let us pray for the Church and | for the world.
#

— . S
‘ ‘ h

Grant almighty God, that all who confess thy Name may be united in thy truth,
live together in thy love, and reveal thy glory / in the world. (Sifence)
g People

Pal L)
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Lord, in thy mer - cy hear our

prayer. (Sung after every intercession)

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and
peace; that we may honor one another and serve the / common good. (Sifence)
Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Give us all a reverence for the earth as thine own creation, that we may use its
resources rightly in the service of others and to thy hon- /or and glory. (Silence)
Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Watch over thy child John, O Lord, as his days increase; bless and guide him
wherever he may be. Strengthen him when he stands; comfort him when
discouraged or sorrowful; raise him up if he falls; and in his heart may thy peace

which passeth understanding abide all the days / of his life. (Sience)
Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish; that we may have the
hands and heatts to carry / out thy will. (Sience)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We commend to thy gracious care and keeping all the men and women of our
armed forces at home and abroad /especially N,/ Defend them day by day
with thy heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials and temptations; give

them courage to face the perils which beset them; and grant them a sense of
thine abiding presence wherever / they may be. (Silence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit (pause); give
them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of / thy
salvation. ( &]ence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

We commend to thy mercy all who have died, that thy will for them may be
tulfilled (pause); and we pray that we may share with all thy saints in thine e- /ternal
kingdom. (: Sz]ence)

Lord, in thy mercy People: hear our prayer.

Celebrant: Lord, hear the prayers of thy people; and what we have asked faithfully, grant

that we may obtain effectually, to the glory of thy Name; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. People

9o
A-men. 9



The Peace
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you.

People: And with thy Spirit.

The Ministers and People greet one another in the Name of the Lord.

The Holy Communion

Offertory Sentence

Celebrant: Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good thy vows unto the

Most High. Psalm 50: 14
Offertory (choir) Angelus Domini

Mode VIII

HE ANGEL OF THE LORD descended from heaven, and said unto the women: “He

whom ye seek, is risen, as he said.” Alleluia.

Hymn 206 (sung by all) “O sons and daughters” O #lir et filiae
oL Antiphon (at the beginning) :
@b—o . . e o L — o . L . o
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Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
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1 O sons and  daught - ers, let us sing!
2 That  night thea - pos - tles met in fear;
3 When Thom - as first the tid - ings  heard,
4 “My pierc - ed side, O Thom - as, see;
5 No long - er Thom - as then de - mnied,
6 How  blest are they who have not seen,
O | y
e o
Y
1 The King of heaven, the glo - rious  King,
2 a - midst them came their Lord most dear,
3 how they had seen the 1is - en Lord,
4 my hands, my feet, I show to thee;
5 he saw the feet, the hands, the side;
6 and yet whose  faith has con - stant  been,
Qb
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Py SN— a
1 o’er death and hell rose tri - umph -ing. Al - le - Tu - ia!
2 and said, “My peace be  on all here.” Al - le - lu - ia!
3 he doubt-ed the dis - ci - pless word. Al - le - lu - ia!
4 not faith -less, but be - liev - ing be.” Al - le - lu - ia!
5 “Thou art my Lord and God,” he «cried. Al - le - lu - ia!
6 for they e - ter - mnal Ilfe shall win. Al - le - Iu - ia! [Ant.]
Q | |r, Antiphon (at the end)
G —eo o * o , o * & e
Py N—— [#]
Al - le - Tu - ia, al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia!
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Presentation of the alms and oblations (A4 stand.)
Celebrant: All things come of thee, O Lord,

People:  And of thine own have we given thee.
Orate
Celebrant: Pray that this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving may be acceptable to God
the Father Almighty.
People: ~ May the Lord receive this sacrifice at thy hands, to the praise and glory of his

holy Name, both to our benefit and that of all his holy Church.

Sursum corda

p  Celebrant People
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The Lord be  with you.  And with thy  spi- rit.
A Celebrant People
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© Lift up your hearts. We lift ift them wup un-~to the Lord

p  Celebrant
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Let us give  thanks un- to our Lord God.
A People
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© and right so  to do.

It is meet
Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant says,
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all

places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God.

BUT chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious resurrection of thy Son Jesus
Christ our Lord; for he is the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and hath
taken away the sin of the world; who by his death hath destroyed death and by his rising

to life again hath won for us everlasting life:

Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and

magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying,

Sanctus and Benedictus (sung by all) E. Wagner
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Ho-ly, ho- ly, ho-ly, Lord God of hosts Heaven and earth are
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he that com-eth in the Name of the Lord. Ho- san-na in the high-est.
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The Canon of the Mass

12

Celebrant: Let us pray.
LL glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender

mercy, didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our
redemption; who made there, by his one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect,
and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole world; and
did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a perpetual memory of
that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again.

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks,
he brake it, and gave it to his d1sc1pf7€s, saymg, “Take, eat, this is my Body, which is

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” &

Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to
them, saying, “Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is
shed for you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it
in remembrance of me.” %

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly
beloved Son our Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make
here before thy divine Majesty, with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee,
the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to maﬁ having in remembrance his blessed
passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and fglonous ascension; rendering
unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured unto us by the
same.

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty
goodness, vouchsafe to bless and sanct1fy, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy
gifts and creatures of bread and wine; that we, recetving them accordmg to thy Son our
Savior Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and passion, may be

partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood.

And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of
raise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and
death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his Elood we and all thy whole

Church, may obtain remission of our sins and all other benefits of his passion.

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves, our souls and bodies, to be
a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all
others who shall be partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most
precious Body and BF od of thy Son Jesus Christ, ¥ be filled with thy grace and heavenly

benediction, and made one body with him that he may dwell in us, and we in him.

And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing
our merits but pardoning our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord;

Y whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost all honor and glory be
unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end.

People
o O I
A~ men.



The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant: And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say,
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Prayer of Humble Access (said by all)
Celebrant. Let us pray.
WE do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own
righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to
gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose property is always
to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus

Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen.
The Invitation to Communion
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that
Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

People:  Lord, I am not worthy that thou shouldest come under my roof; but speak the
word only, and my soul shall be healed.

Communion (chorr) Mitte manum tuam Mode VI

REACI—I hither thy hand, and behold the place of the nails, alleluia: and be not
faithless, but believing, alleluia, alleluia.

Prayer of Spiritual Communion (sard by those worshipping virtually)

IN UNION, O Dear Lord, with the farthful at every Altar of Thy Church, where Thy

blessed Body ana’ Blood are being offered to the Father, I desire ro offer Thee praise ana’
thanksgiving. I present ro Thee my soul and boa’}/, with the earnest wish that I may ever
be united to Thee. And since I cannot now recerve Thee sacramentally, I beseech Thee
to come spiritually imro my heart. I unite myself to Thee, and embrace Thee with all the
affections of my soul. O let nothing ever separate me from Thee. Let me live and die in

Thy love. Amen.

Carol (chorr) “This joytul Eastertide” Vreuchten; harm. C. Wood
TI—IIS joyful Eastertide, away with sin and sorrow!
My Love, the Crucified, did sprmg to life that morrow.
Refrain: Had Christ, that once was slain, ne'er burst his three- day pr1son,
our faith had been in vain; but now s Christ arisen, arisen, arisen, arisen!
Death's flood hath lost its chill, since Jesus crossed the river:
Lord of all life, from ill my passing life deliver. (Retrain)
My flesh in hope shall rest, and for a season slumber,

till trump from east to west shall wake the dead in number.  (Refrain)
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Prayer of Thanksgiving after Communion

Celebrant: Let us pray.

People:  Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost
feed us, in these Holy Mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and
Blood of thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and

oodness towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical Body of
thy Son, the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of
thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist
us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good
works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom

with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen.

The Easter Blessing
MAY Almighty God, who hath redeemed us and made us his children through the
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

May God, who through the water of baptism hath raised us from sin into newness of life,
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen.
May God, who hath bought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen.

ND the blessing of God Almighty, # the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be

amongst you, and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal
Deacon: Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluial
The People respond: Thanks be to God. Alleluial Alleluial

The Last Gospel
Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And with thy Spirit.
Celebrant: The Beginning of the holy Gospel according to John.
People: ~ Glory be to thee, O Lord.

N the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
IThe same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him: and without
Him was not anything made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of
men: and the Hg{t shineth in the darkness, and the darkness comprehended it not. There
was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, to bear
witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that light, but
was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth every man
that cometh into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and
the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as
many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them
that believe on his name: which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor
of the will of man, but of God. (Here genuflect) And the Word was made flesh, (Here rise)
and dwelt among us: and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the Only-begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.

People: ~ Thanks be to God.

St. John I: I-14
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Regina Coeli (choir) Mode V
EGINA caeli laetare, alleluia: Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia: Resurrexit, sicut
dixit, alleluia: Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia. For He whom you did merit to bear, alleluia. Has risen, as he

said, alleluia. Pray for us to God, alleluia. |

The Angelus
Celebrant: 'The Angel of the Lord announced unto Mary.
People: And she conceived by the Holy Ghost.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, tull of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Celebrant: Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
People: Be it unto me according to thy word.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, tull of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

(Here genuflect) Celebrant: And the Word was made flesh.

(Here rise) People: And dwelt among us.

Celebrant: Hail Mary, tull of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

People: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our
death. Amen.

Celebrant: Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
People: That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

WE beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that, as we have
known the Incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel,
so by his Passion we may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection, through

the same Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Hymn 209 (sung by all) “We walk by faith, and not by sight” St. Borolph
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Voluntary: Variations on O filir et filiae

Jean-Frangois Dandrieu (d. 1738)
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April 7, 2024 — Easter 2 (B)
Week 2: Reflections on the Resurrection

During the Easter season, Sermons That Work is pleased to present reflections from some of the newest bishops of The Episcopal Church on the resurrection
of our Lord. Check back each week for a brief exploration of how Jesus Christ’s rising from the grave changes everything. To listen to this reflection, scan the
OR code on this page and subscribe to the Sermons That Work podcast.

Spring has always been my favorite season of the year. Winters were long in the small New England town where I lived. Spring
signaled new life and growth as melting snow gave way to crocuses pushing their way upward and recess back on the playground. As
a young girl, spring also brought preparations for Easter, which included Lenten fasting and spring cleaning. Each year, the house
would be turned upside down as curtains, linens, walls, baseboards, windows, and cupboards were scrubbed clean until all sparkled
and appeared new once again.

For me and my four sisters, it also signified throwing off the drab outerwear of winter and donning new spring coats (all in different
pastel colors of course), hats, patent leather shoes, and matching dresses. A feeling of newness and possibility filled the air. As I got
older, I began to understand that Easter was more than new clothes and patent leather shoes, more than straw filled baskets
brimming with cream-filled chocolate covered eggs and lollipops shaped like bunnies to end our Lenten fasts. Those feelings of
newness and possibility were part of God’s story, the story my parents shared and lived each day.

My parents were resurrection people. They lived as best they could the life that Jesus embodied. They made sacrifices to ensure my
sisters and I had what we needed (and then some) to grow and thrive. They placed their trust in the Resurrection, secure in the
knowledge that God was doing something new in their lives and in the lives of their children. Years later, I discovered my mother
had gone without a new coat for years so that me and my sisters could have new clothes at Easter. When my grandmother died, my
parents invited my grandfather to live with us, so that he would not be alone in his retirement, giving up the bedroom they had just
built for themselves. My parents’ generosity and service, more powerfully than words, demonstrated to our family and community
the difference between what counts and what doesn’t. My parents placed their faith and trust in the life, death, and resurrection of
Jesus and lived the promises made for them at baptism throughout their lives.

For them and for me, Jesus’ resurrection reveals true life and faith are found in those places where people, often unnoticed by
others, are placing their own bodies in the shape of Jesus’ life. I have the privilege of seeing this lived out in the stories shared by our
federal ministry chaplains who counsel and walk alongside our soldiers, sailors, airmen, guardians, coasties, marines, veterans, and
the incarcerated. They support and encourage the young sailor who is up all night with a sick child, the veteran who tendetly cares
for his wife who has Alzheimer’s so advanced that she no longer knows his name, the soldier who prays for and seeks help for her
alcoholic brother, the prisoner who who speaks out about injustice in our legal system, the airman who cleans an elderly neighbor’s
yard, the guardian who is questioning their sexuality and place in the military, or the veteran suffering from moral injury, not
knowing how to forgive themselves or others. These are the Easter places, the embodiment of the Resurrection and real holiness.

It takes courage to be Easter people. It takes faith to be resurrection people. It requires us to put aside the promise of security, to
embrace uncertainty, and to trust no other truth than what we have seen and heard in Jesus, and to find our hope in living lives of
embodied faithfulness. Easter reminds us that we can experience the risen Christ in God’s word, sacrament, spirit, and most
profoundly in the intimate and personal ways we live out our baptismal promises. Jesus reminds us that, by passing through
suffering and death, he came to the resurrection, proving that what he said is true, and nothing, not even death, can separate us from
God’s love.

The Rt. Rev. Ann Ritonia is the 1111 Bishop Suffragan to the Presiding Bishop for Armed Forces and Federal Ministries.
She has served in the Unites States Marine Corps, Marine Corps Reserve, the V' A., and as a priest and rector to parishes of all
siges. She is a resurrection person.
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April 7 The Second Sunday of Easter ~ Low Sunday

FOR PASTORAL ASSISTANCE
THE REV. ROWENA KEMP welcomes hearing from you. Please don’t hesitate to contact her if there’s
something you’d like to discuss, and please contact her immediately, should there be an illness,
hospitalization, or any other pastoral emergency that she should know about. [For such emergencies, please
note Rev. Rowena’s cell phone number: 203-209-4178. ]

PEOPLE AND PLACES TO KEEP IN YOUR PRAYERS

A reminder: Tori Burns manages this list for us, and prayer requests need to be renewed after 2 weeks.

Please communicate all prayer requests & updates with her (860-539-8790); (tburns(@gracehartford.org).

® Bishops and Clergy: Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, Presiding Bishop; Jeffrey and Laura, Bishops of
ECCT; and Rowena, Jerry, Annika, and Joseph, our priests.

® Diocesan Cycle of Prayer: We pray for an increase in the membership of this parish, that we may have
the hands and hearts to carry out thy will; for the Episcopal Church in CT & the Anglican Communion;
St. George’s, Middlebury; Holy Trinity, Middletown; St. Andrew’s, Milford; and ECCT Regions and Region
Leadership Teams. The Episcopal / Anglican Province of Alexandria.

® World & Community Concerns: For peace throughout the world, especially between Israel and Gaza and in the
Middle East; in Sudan; and between Russia and Ukraine; for Christians being persecuted around the world,
particularly in China and Palestine; for those who are suffering because of extreme climate; for the hungry
and poor in our midst; and the volunteers who serve A Place of Grace food pantry.

®Serving Our Country in the Military (especially those associated with Grace Church): Brian, Spencer, Bradley,
Curtis, Jordan, John, Carrington, William, Noel, James, Ryan, Michael, Karl, Alec, Jeff, David, Tom,
Michael, and Charles.

® Thanksgiving and Celebrations: We give thanks and ask for thy blessings upon John Mucha Jr. (Thu.), whose
birthday we celebrate this week.

®Sick or in need: The Gwardyak Family; Mark; Jerry; Tom, Bonnie & the Burns Family; Megin; Patti; Steve;
Walter & Claudia; Adrianne & Ken; Tom & Elaine; Ellen; Sally; Errol, Norma & the Kemp Family;
Barbara; Nigel, Kraig & Deidre; Carmen & Felix; Mary; Monica; Antoinette; Josephine, Melissa, Jaden,
Tay, & Soraya; Julia, Mike, André & Maria; Linda, Tiffany & the Galarza Family; Sr. Linda Giuli; Leonard,;
Joy; Anthony & Gail, Cori and the Mackey Family; Brad, Mary, & Leslie; Judy; Peter; Doug; Jane; Bill,
Carolyn & Susan; McJohn; Doreen; Ted; Kanata; Betty & John; Mary & Lou; Nelda Sue; Nazra; Diane;
Nina; Ellen and Jim; Lauren, Alexandra & Anna; Mark & Diane; Jean; and all victims of natural and man-
made disasters.

® The Deceased: We pray for the repose of Victoria Adams, all soldiers and civilians killed in war or civil strife, and in
memory of Richard Gavitt, Howard Parsons Jr., William F. Burns, Charles William Knapp, and Betty Phillips.

Y~~~ ?GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH? W~~~ ~ R
THE REV. ROWENA ]. KEMP, RECTOR
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, CT 06106-2123
Church telephone: 860-233-0825 Church fax: 860-233-5082 Rectory telephone: 860-994-5022
Rector’s cell phone: 203-209-4178 Rector’s email: RevRowena(@gracchartford.org
Church e-mail: church(@gracchartford.org Website: www.gracehartford.org

n Visit “Grace Episcopal Church, Hartford, CT” on FACEBOOK. ﬂ
Please join and help us spread the good news online!
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THIS WEEK AT GRACE
Sunday, April 7 The Second Sunday of Easter ~ Low Sunday
8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:30 a.m.: Sung Mass (also on Facebook Live)

Wednesday, April 10 William Law, Priest, 1761
7:00 p.m.: Choir Rehearsal
Thursday, April 11 George Augustus Selwyn, Bishop of New Zealand and of Lichfield, 1878
10:00 a.m.: “A Place of Grace” food pantry distribution
Friday, April 12
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.: Office Hours
Sunday, April 14 The Third Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m.: Low Mass
10:30 a.m.: Sung Mass (also on Facebook Live)

~~~~~~~ S~~~ R

/ VlSlt Grace Episcopal Church, Hartford CT” on FACEBOOK. \
- Please join, and help us spread the good news online! -
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