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The Rev. Richard A. Maxwell, Rector 
55 New Park Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 06106 

860 233-0825  www.gracehartford.org 

 

DEAR 
FRIENDS, 

By Fr. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 
Rector 
 

What an exciting fall we’re going to have! 
 
Some of our favorite saints’ days are coming around again and we’ll be 
celebrating them with joy:  St. Michael on September 27; St. Francis on October 4 
(yes, we’ll be blessing our animal friends and companions); St. Luke on 
October18; All Saints on November 1; and All Souls on November 3 (and yes, 
once again you’re invited to bring photos of family and friends who have gone 
ahead for the chapel altar).  There will be processions and music and smoke and 
bells galore! 
 

Over the summer – in preparation for this fall – Deacon Gary and I 
have done some investigation in the neighborhood.  We’re learning 
more about the social service organizations in Parkville for a couple 
of reasons:  First, we’d like to compile a list of services available 
nearby for parishioners, pantry clients, and anyone in need who 
approaches us for help.  Second, in conjunction with this list, we’d 

 

Summer Break Is Over . . . 
Welcome Back! 
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like to offer a variety of volunteer ministry possibilities to 
parishioners. 

 
A couple of meetings for these neighborhood organizations have been held (kudos 
to the Parkville Family Center for making this happen).  Among the groups 
participating (in addition to the Family Center and Grace) are Literacy Volunteers, 
Everybody Wins (reading tutoring), ASPIRA (youth leadership development), the 
Parkville Senior Center, Y-US (see below), ACORN Housing, Our Lady of 
Sorrows, and Real Art Ways.  The principal of the Parkville School and 
representatives of the Parkville Business Association and the Governor’s 
Prevention Partnership have also attended. 
 

As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, from this effort, Deacon 
Gary has already identified two different volunteer opportunities.  
Youth United for Survival (Y-US) is an organization dedicated to 
helping youth who have experienced trauma in their lives to develop 
into healthy and responsible people.  They could use occasional help 
with cooking meals.  Many of us already are familiar with the 
Parkville Senior Center and the many services offered there; they 
would welcome some musical entertainment once a month. 

 
Undoubtedly, more volunteer opportunities will arise as we gather more 
information and continue to network (a Grace parishioner is already volunteering 
at the Family Center, helping them with their computers).  Don’t hesitate to speak 
to Gary or to me if you’re interested in this effort to get to know our neighbors 
better or if you have any questions. 
 

Somewhat related to the work described above is a program that will 
be offered at our Thursday gatherings this fall.  Occasionally someone 
approaches me wanting “to do something” to help the parish or the 
neighborhood, but uncertain about what that “something” might be.  
Parishioner Paul Kline will offer a two-part program to assist 
participants to discover where their gifts lie . . . even those of us who 
are confident that we know our strengths may have some talents that 
we’re unaware of. 

 
A third session will be a follow-up discussion and brainstorming session about 
applying these talents . . . perhaps at our own food pantry or with our altar guild – 
both of which always welcome volunteers – or perhaps outside the parish at one of 
the neighborhood organizations noted above.  The exact dates of these sessions 
will be announced after Labor Day, but please think about attending! 
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Other programs are being developed, one in preparation for our 
celebration of St. Martin in November.  And familiar ministries will be 
starting up again . . . for example, the food pantry resumes its very 
important ministry during the second week of September.  Once again, 
we’ll be offering school supplies to children of pantry clients.  And, of 
course, our very popular music series, Parkville Classicals, will once 
again be offering free concerts to Hartford. 

 
This list could go on, but as I said at the beginning of this message, we’re going to 
have an exciting fall.  Grace will once again be buzzing with activity . . . and with 
grace.  In all of the busy-ness and fun I hope we’ll all be able to remember the 
point of all our ministries, which is the glory of God.  All we have and all we are 
comes from God . . . for the glory of God.  May we all continue to be blessed by 
our gracious Lord and share our blessings with others! 
 
See you in church! 
Max+ 
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          FINANCIAL  
            CORNER 

By ELAINE PHILLIPS 
Treasurer 

 

The good news -- pledges and investment income continue to come in on 
schedule.  Thanks to everyone!  The less good news -- (1) we still have a deficit 
budget and (2) our investment principle is still well below last year at this time.  In 
the past several years we have taken money out of our investments to make up our 
deficits.  This year we want to avoid (even more than previously) doing this.  As 
usual, are trying to keep our expenditures to a minimum and below budget.  Please 
continue to pay your pledges on time -- we’re counting on all of us to do so.  And 
if you can prepay any portion of your pledge, as several people have done, that 
could help a lot, since we hope that our investments will continue to improve in 
the coming months. 
 
 

 
By GARY MONGILLO 
Deacon  
 

Attention to all those who like to cook, play the piano, guitar, banjo or any 
instrument, and sing.  There are two places where you can do any of the above.  If 
you like to cook, Youth United for Survival is in need of people to cook meals for 
the young people they serve.  They will provide the food, stove, etc.  All they need 
are the hands to cook the meals.  They need people to be at the facility at 1:00 p.m.  
They serve meals Monday thru Friday and cooks are especially needed on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays.  They are located on Park Street and the contact person 
is Louis Gilbert.  His phone number is 860-951-7268, extension 101.  For those 
who like to sing or play an instrument — a good piano is already there — the 
Senior Center next door to Grace Church is always in need of some one — or 
more — to provide entertainment once a month when they celebrate birthdays and 
other special occasions.  For more information, you may call Margaret Merriman 
at 860- 232-7867. 
 

WANTED: 
  COOKS, MUSICIANS, &  SINGERS 
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Sunday, Sept. 20 
 

The Vestry Returns to Work 
 

The Grace Church Vestry returns for its first meeting of the fall season on Sunday, 
Sept. 20, just two days before the autumn equinox.  Agenda items include starting 
an outreach plan to the Parkville community and sponsoring an arts and crafts 
show (and fund-raiser) featuring the diverse works of the many artists at Grace. 
 
 
 

Sunday, Sept. 27 
 

Feast of St. Michael and All Angels 
 

The Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, transferred from Sept. 29, will be 
celebrated here on Sunday, Sept. 27 with processions and special music at the 
10:30 a.m. Mass. 
 
 
 

Friday, Oct. 2 
 

Interrogating the Nominees for Bishop 

 

After last October's Diocesan Convention, the Standing Committee (which 
oversees the bishop election process) established a three-week period (July 2, 
2009 to July 24, 2009) during which anyone wishing to become a Petition 
Candidate for Diocesan Bishop could submit a petition and supporting 
documentation.  That time has closed with no petitions meeting the specified 
requirements submitted.  Accordingly, there will be no nominees by petition, and 
the 15th Bishop of Connecticut will be elected from the slate previously presented 
by the Search/Nominating Committee, namely James Curry, Mark Delcuze, Ian 
Douglas, and Beth Fain.  A “town hall” style gathering with these nominees takes 
place at 7 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 2, 2009 at Welte Auditorium at Central Connecticut 
State University in New Britain and at 9:30 a.m. Saturday morning, Oct. 3, at 
Grace Church, Old Saybrook.  All four candidates will be on stage, and a skilled 
moderator will ask pre-submitted questions.  Members of the Diocese will have 
the opportunity to submit the questions as the meeting time draws near.  There is a 
chance that the event may be videotaped and the tape later linked through the 
Diocesan web site for viewing at home or in parishes.  A reception follows. 
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Saturday, Oct. 3 
 

A “Walk-About” with the Nominees 
 

A traditional “walk-about” with the nominees for Bishop is set for 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2009, at Trinity Church, Southport.  The walk-about meetings 
permit groups of people to meet with one nominee at a time, ask questions, and 
hear the nominee’s positions on pertinent topics.  The nominees then rotate to a 
different room until they have the opportunity to meet with each group.  The 
process permits small group interaction but risks becoming grueling for the 
nominees who may have to repeat themselves over and over again.  Also, different 
groups will likely hear answers to different questions.  A reception follows. 
 

 
Sunday, Oct. 4 
 

Feast of St. Francis / Blessing of Animals 
 

We celebrate the Feast of St. Francis and the Blessing of Animals on Oct. 4, 2009.  
The blessings will follow the 10:30 a.m. Mass.  Pet sitters will be available to 
mind the pets during Mass if necessary.  All animal companions are welcome to 
come and be blessed. 
 
 

 
Sunday, Oct. 18 
 

Feast of St. Luke 
 

The Feast of St. Luke the Physician will be celebrated here on its traditional date, 
Sunday, Oct. 18. (The Ordo Kalendar transfers it to Oct. 18.)  St. Luke is also 
known as St. Luke the Evangelist. 
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Friday, Oct. 23 ~ Saturday, Oct. 24 
 

Diocesan Convention 

 

The Highlight of the annual Diocesan Convention being held this year on Oct. 23-
24, will be the election of a new Bishop for the Diocese of Connecticut.  The 
Convention takes place at Christ Church Cathedral, 45 Church St., in Hartford. 
 

   
Sunday, Nov. 1 
 

Feast of All Saints / Invitation Sunday 
Our traditional observance of the Feast of All Saints takes place on Sunday, Nov. 
1, 2009, with a procession and special music at the 10:30 a.m. Mass followed by a 
festive coffee hour to welcome guests to our annual “Invitation Sunday” AND… 
our first Arts & Crafts Showcase and Marketplace.  It will be a great 
opportunity to allow the talents of our Grace community to shine!  If you are 
interested in displaying and selling your creations, registration forms are available 
in the Parish Hall or can be emailed to you, and are due by Sunday, Oct 4th.  [We 
are asking all participants to donate 10% (or more!) of their proceeds to the 
Church.]  Postcard invitations for parishioners to mail will soon be available.  
Mark your calendars, and of course, you can certainly invite your guests now! 
 
 

 
Tuesday, Nov. 3 
 

All Souls Day 
 

Tuesday, Nov. 3, 2009 is when we’ll be observing All Soul’s Day.  (The 
traditional Commemoration of All Faithful Departed is Nov. 2.)  There will be a 
Solemn High Mass with a potluck supper in Nason Hall following.  Parishioners 
are invited to bring photographs, drawings, or paintings of loved ones who have 
passed away to place on the chapel altar to remind us of the great cloud of 
witnesses that surround us and join in our worship. 
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General Convention 2009: 
A Personal Perspective 

By The Rev. Canon ROBERT G. CARROON 
 

The 176th General Convention of the Episcopal 
Church was held in Anaheim California, July 7-18 
2009.  About 5,000 people including bishops, 
clerical and lay deputies, and delegates to the 
Women’s Triennial, exhibitors, volunteers, and 
visitors of all types attended it.  I was the first clergy 
alternate deputy from the Diocese of Connecticut.  
As such I was on the floor for the entire convention 
either in the alternate seating area (where I actually 
had better seating than most of the deputies) or on 
the floor of the convention when substituting for one 
of the other clerical deputies.  It was, of course, a 
privilege to represent our diocese at what was my 
fifth General Convention. 
 

Matters of Sexuality Not Major Issue 
 

I brought to the convention my own perspective as an Anglo-Catholic and as a 
member of Grace Church as well as priest of the Episcopal Church.  So what 
happened at Anaheim?  Unlike the immediate three previous conventions I had 
attended, the major issue was not sexuality, though that was certainly an important 
matter of discussion, but rather the financial condition of the Church.  This 
convention seemed much less cantankerous than the previous ones I had attended, 
probably because a number of the more outspoken persons who opposed much of 
the legislation proposed or passed at the previous conventions were not present at 
this one. 
 

The two resolutions on matters of sexuality, DO25 (opening the 
ordination process to all baptized persons) simply restates the 
provision of the Canons which state that there shall be no 
discrimination based on race, gender, or sexual orientation.  CO56 
(which authorizes the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music to 
collect and develop theological and liturgical resources on the 
blessing of same gendered couples) is no different from the resolution 
which passed at the last general convention except to urge that 
pastoral sensitivity be exercised in those states, such as Connecticut, 
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where same sex marriages have been legalized by state law.  BO33 
was not repealed by the passage of D025 and remains in effect. 

  
Finances and Other Issues 

 
The matters of finance were the major source of concern at the convention.  The 
convention adopted a budget of $141 million dollars for the 2010-2012 triennium.  
This was a $12 million reduction of the previous budget and $20 million less than 
the Executive Council had requested in January.  These substantial reductions 
were occasioned by the reduction in pledges by dioceses to the national church 
budget and the immediate effect was the laying off of 37 members of the national 
church staff, which prior to the budget passage had 180 positions. 
  

On the ecumenical front a positive move was the passage of a 
resolution approving full communion with the Moravian Church, 
which has apostolic succession.  The Moravians still have to give 
their consent.  Conversely the interim Eucharistic sharing with the 
United Methodist Church and Eucharistic “hospitality” with the 
Presbyterians was not, in my view, a desirable move and I hope will 
not progress any further. 

  
“Very Sloppy” Work; Anglo Catholic Views “Marginali zed” 

 
The one area which caused me the greatest concern was the very sloppy way in 
which the House of Deputies conducted its business.  The president and the 
secretary did not seem to comprehend their roles and mixed them up repeatedly.  
The parliamentarian did not seem to have any real comprehension of the rules of 
order of the House or even Roberts Rules of Order.  The result was that by the 7th 
day of the convention we were still on the 3rd day of the agenda, which resulted in 
items being rushed through or placed on the consent calendar, which should have 
been debated or at least presented to the entire House. 
  

I had the distinct impression that the views of the Anglo-Catholic 
and/or traditionalist deputies were marginalized and not considered 
seriously, especially in such areas as worship and at committee 
hearings where our views seemed to be disregarded.  Despite this 
situation we Anglo-Catholics are committed to maintain the Catholic 
position in the Episcopal Church and need to do so in our own liturgy 
and parish life so that we may continue to be a positive example in our 
diocese and the Episcopal Church. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Pentecost XIV   6 Labor Day   7 

 

8 9 10 11 12 

Pentecost XV 13 14 

 

15 

 

16 17 18 19 

Pentecost XVI  20 ST. MATTHEW, 21 
APOSTLE & 

EVANGELIST  

 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 ST. MICHAEL 29 
AND ALL ANGELS  

 

30 
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8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 
10:30 a.m.  

Solemn High Mass 
 

12:15 p.m.  
Vestry Meeting 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

AA 
 

AA 
 

AA 

AA 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and Breakfast 

 
3:30 Pantry 

Food Packing 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and Breakfast 

 
3:30 Pantry 

Food Packing 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and Breakfast 

 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and Breakfast 

 

September Notes 
 

Choir Rehearsals begin September 4th  (No rehearsal on Sept. 11th), and 
change to Wednesdays beginning on September 23 

Healing Mass (8th, 5:30 p.m.) 
Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesday, September 8th, 22nd   ~ 7 p.m.) 

Grace Food Pantry Re-opens September 10th (packing on Sept. 9th) 
Vestry Meeting (Sunday, September 20th) ~ 12:15 p.m., Rector’s Office 

FEAST OF ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS  ~ SUNDAY, SEPT EMBER 27 
 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

 AA 
 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

ST. MICHAEL 
AND ALL 
ANGELS 

7:00 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

 

7:00 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

7:00 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

HOLY 
CROSS DAY 

	

� �

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and Breakfast 

 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 

1 2 3 

St. Francis      4 5 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

Pentecost  XIX  11 Columbus Day  12 

 

13 14 15 16 
 

17 

St. Luke      18 St. Luke   19 
The Evangelist 

  

20 21 22 St.  James    23 
  of Jerusalem 

24 

Pentecost  XXI  25 26 27 St.  Simon   28 
& St. Jude, 

Apostles 

29 

 

 

 
 

30 

 

Halloween    31 

 

 

 

 
 

     

�
����� �

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 

10:30 a.m. 
Solemn High Mass 

Blessing of 
the Animals 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 

 

12:15 
Vestry Meeting 
 

8 a.m. Low Mass 
 
 

10:30 a.m.  
Solemn High Mass 
 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

 

5:30 p.m. 
Healing Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. Contemplative 
Prayer Group 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 
 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and 

“Breakfast Club” 

7:15 a.m. Low Mass 
and “Breakfast Club” 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

7 p.m.  
CCSU Auditorium:  

Town Hall-style 
Meeting w/ Bishop 

Nominees 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

 

7 p.m.  
Choir Rehearsal 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

9 a.m. Pantry 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 
Thursday Gathering 

 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 
Thursday Gathering 

 

Grace Notes Deadline 
 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 

7 p.m. 
Thursday Gathering 

October Notes 
Feast of St. Francis (4th) ~ Blessing of the Animals following 10:30 a.m. Mass 

Columbus Day (12th)      Healing Mass (13th, 5:30 p.m.)     Kandetzki Wedding (16th, 7 p.m.)  
Feast of St. Luke (18th)         Vestry Meeting (18th ~ 12:15 Rector’s Office) 

Contemplative Prayer Group (Tuesday, October 6th, 20nd   ~ 7 p.m.) 
Town Hall-Style Meeting w/ Bishop Nominees at CCSU (2nd, 7 p.m.), 

& at Grace Church, Old Saybrook (3rd, 9:30 a.m.) 
Traditional Walk-About Meeting w/ Bishop Nominees at Trinity, Southport (3rd, 2 p.m.) 
Annual Diocesan Convention (23rd and 24th) ~ Election of 15th Bishop (Saturday, 24th) 
 “A Place of Grace” food pantry (Wednesdays and Thursdays) Halloween (31st) 

“Thursday Gatherings” (1st, 8th, 15th, 7 p.m.)   

 

AA 

AA 

AA 

AA 

9 a.m. Pantry 

5:30 p.m. Low Mass 
 7 p.m.  

Choir Rehearsal 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION  
Election of 15th Bishop 

on  Saturday, 24th  
3:30 Pantry 

Food Packing 

3:30 Pantry 
Food Packing 

	

� �

9:30 a.m.  
Grace Church,  
Old Saybrook: 

Town Hall-style 
Meeting w/ Bishop 

Nominees 
 

2 p.m.  
Trinity, Southport 

Walk-About Meeting 
w/ Nominees 

 
 

7 p.m. Blessing  
of 

Kandetzki Marriage 
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A Profile 

Lyndon the Rectory Cat 
By ED KLEMONSKI 

 

“Une maison sans chat, c’est la vie sans soleil!” 
(A house without a cat is like life without sunshine.) 

--Old French Proverb 
 
 

He’s lived at the Rectory on Rumford Street with his 
masters, Fr. Max and Paul Kline, since he was just a 
few weeks old.  Born April 19, 2005, he’s just turned 
21 in human terms and, they say, Lyndon the Rectory 
Cat “behaves like a young adult.” 

 
Until recently, Lyndon had to share the 
Rectory not only with his masters but also 
with Franklin, another feline.  However, 
Franklin recently retired from Rectory 
service and is now enjoying a quiet 
retirement in New York City. 

 
Lyndon is a “Hemingway” cat—he has 3 extra toes on 
each paw.  He is an indoor cat and has a medical locater 
chip imbedded so he can be found if he wanders out of 

the house exploring.  Max and Paul both say that Lyndon thinks he has many roles to fill at the 
Rectory.  He’s the sous-chef when Paul starts to cook, is fascinated by ingredients, and loves to 
watch.  But, he can’t stand human cuisine and refuses even to taste or sample it — dry cat food 
is just fine for him, thank-you-very-much. 
 

He’s also an art critic and will accompany Paul to his studio when he paints.  Paul 
says that Lyndon becomes quite vocal if he sees some art he dislikes.  He loves to 
watch birds from several places in the Rectory — the cushioned north window in 
the living room and the full glass storm door in the foyer are favorite spots.  He 
doesn’t discourage forgetful neighbors who remember he’s named for a U. S. 
President from calling him “Washington” or “Jefferson.” 
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He loves to play “baseball” and likes both to bat, left-handed, and to catch the ball.  
He has an imaginary friend with whom he can play for hours — romping around 
the house and up and down the stairs.  Although a tea-totaler, he’s also inclined to 
show off during cocktail hour by climbing chairs, tables, sofas, bookshelves, and 
the piano in the living room whenever cocktails are being served.  He needs to be 
“scolded” when he starts using this time to help rearrange objects on the tabletops 
or pictures on the walls.  Paul and Max use museum glue to keep paintings and 
objects in place to avoid destruction. 
 

Although Lyndon can be mischievous at home, he’s perfectly 
behaved in public — especially at the vet’s.  He won’t permit a home-
made pedicure but is quite happy to visit the vet every month for a 
clipping.  He’s impressively well-behaved and happy for this 
grooming. 

 
Paul grew up with nine cats and a dog.  Max had a dog when he was a child.  
Lyndon doesn’t know it yet — he still getting used to being the only pet in the 
Rectory — but there’s a chance, Paul and Max both acknowledge, that a dog may 
someday move in, too. 
 
 
 
 
 

The Church on Twitter? 
 

On Facebook? 
 
 

The Episcopal Church created a Facebook 
presence in early 2009 and began sending 
“tweets” via Twitter in April.  Check them out 
at www.facebook.com/episcopalian and at 
www.twitter.com/iamepiscoalian. 
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Hymn to a Cardinal 
By ANN WITT 

 

I see the cardinal 
The small and gentle hymn 
Outside the window of the bus 
Where I am riding with the other 
Lowlifes and psychopaths. 
You must be a psychopath 
If you ride the bus, after all 
In this state where so many have 
So much and so many have 
So little. 
And there we are 
Human beings riding a bus 
Breathing in the toxic fumes from 
The other cars filled with people 
Lucky enough not be like us. 
And the men come onto the bus and 
They are disheveled and the women 
Come onto the bus and they are angry 
And the little children come onto the bus 
And they are the worst of all 
For they are so innocent 
And the driver has seen and 
Heard it all for a million and one years 
And no longer has it in him to care. 
And out the window I look 
And see a lone red cardinal 
Singing on the green grass 
Tender like springtime 
Tender like this small moment 
And I think maybe God 
Is in charge, after all. 
Not a punitive God, mine 
And the red of the bird 
Is so beautiful 
 

Editor’s Note:  ANN WITT was raised in West Hartford and lives in Hartford.  She is an unpublished, 
aspiring writer and has written 2 books and a novella.  While not a formal member of Grace Church, she 
attended the Inquirers Class led by Fr. Max this past spring and generally attends services during the 
week and most of the Thursday night gatherings.  She read this poem at a Thursday night gathering a few 
months ago and graciously consented to its being published here. 
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Parkville Classicals Presents 
 

The Jasper String Quartet 
 

Saturday, November 7, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. 
Grace Episcopal Church 

Hartford CT 
 

 
The Jaspers 

 

The Jasper String Quartet is the Graduate String Quartet in Residence at Yale 
University and consists of Sae Niwa (violin), Rachel Henderson (cello), J. 
Freivogel (violin) and Sam Quintal (viola). 
 

This past spring and summer the quartet performed in London to a 
capacity crowd at St. Martin-in-the-Fields Church as well as to 
audiences in Japan, California, Missouri, and New York.  They have 
concerts scheduled this fall in New Haven, New York, and North 
Carolina prior to coming here. 

 
At Yale, they study with the Tokyo String Quartet.  Following the performance at 
Grace Church, they will become the Ernst C. Stiefel string quartet in residence at 
Caramoor Center for Music and Arts in Katonah, NY. 
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“Finding Emmaus” 
 
Pamela S. K. Glasner (who we know here at Grace Church as Pamela Melusky, 
her married name) has written her first novel in what she expects to be a trilogy 
she is calling “The Lodestarre” series.  Set concurrently in the 17th and 21st 
centuries, the work is a dark historical fantasy that exposes a contemporary 
pharmaceutical industry conspiracy.  It is scheduled for release on Oct. 1, 2009. 
 

Until recently, Pamela was a real estate developer, 
acquiring blighted, antique apartment buildings and 
restoring them to their original condition.  As a 
member of a private club, she works with the 
sommelier managing the wine list.  She loves fine art, 
Peruvian Paso horses, and London, England, and has 
been working on “Emmaus” for some time.  She is 
also awaiting the birth of her first grandchild, also due 
in the fall.��
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Her book, she says, is all about love and loss, obsession and the abuse of power, 
human frailties and a determination to live a life that matters.  It is a story with a 
huge cast of characters “who will keep you guessing what will happen, what they 
will do and what choices they will make from one minute 
to the next as they weave in and out of the story and each 
others’ lives.” 
 

The book is being published by Emerald 
Book Company, an imprint of Greenleaf 
Book Group.  It can be pre-ordered in 
advance through the author’s blog at 
http://lodestarre.blogspot.com and will be 
also available for pre-order during 
September through Amazon. 

 
Tom V. Morris, PhD, former Notre Dame Professor calls 
Pamela’s work “new fiction at its best, full of realism, magic and things to make us 
think hard about our world.”  He says he was mesmerized.  “This book is a 
doorway into new realities; interweaves history, philosophy, medicine, and some 
of the greatest forces in human life.” 
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      SENIOR WARDEN’S 
           CORNER 

By ROB DUNCAN  
Senior Warden 
 

Even with the prodigious amounts of rain during the summer months, nothing 
could dampen our spirits here at Grace.  Our continuous planning has really paid 
off with bringing people together.  We had several activities planned beginning in 
May, including a picnic lunch and author talk with Jan Mann, the Bishop’s 5K for 
Kids, and Ascension Day Pot luck.  The picnic lunch and author talk was very well 
attended and everyone had a good time.  Author Jan Mann sold several 
autographed copies of her book, Cruising Connecticut with a Picnic Basket.  
Thanks to Sandra Morgan for organizing this event. 
 

The Bishop’s 5K for Kids was a success again this year with many 
Grace members participating.  Thanks to Mark Lacedonia for 
coordinating the Grace team and thanks to Sandra Morgan for having 
the “Graceful People” purple t-shirts made.  We really showed our 
Grace team spirit and helped to raise funds for the event. 

 
In June we had our “Spring into Summer Picnic” where folks came dressed in their 
summer whites and boater hats to enjoy picnic foods and bidding on many silent 
auction items.  One of the items for auction was a plane trip to Martha’s Vineyard 
donated by Richard Wegener.  Other silent auction items included gourmet dinners 
offered by the many fine cooks here at Grace, and the use of Sandra Morgan’s 
Nantucket cottage.  The event rose over $2,000 which will help to offset the 
deficit in the operating budget.  Many thanks to all those who attended, donated 
items, and purchased items.  Special thanks to Sandra Morgan and Betsy Rose for 
organizing the event. 
 

In July and August things were a little quieter in terms of events but 
our church attendance was steady. 

 
Now that fall has arrived we look forward to working on projects that we’ve 
discussed in the recent past.  One such project is that of putting an outreach plan 
together.  Fr. Max and Deacon Gary have been working behind the scenes to 
assess the needs of the community by visiting other community service 
organizations in Parkville to see where Grace can get involved.  So far the Senior 
Center has expressed interest in having entertainment for the seniors on a regular 
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basis.  There has also been a request for one-on-one visits at Park Place Health 
Center in Parkville.  If any of you are interested in getting involved in these 
ministries, please contact Deacon Gary. 
 

We have several events planned for fall to help bring Grace 
Parishioners together.  The events will be posted in the weekly 
bulletin and on our website, so stay tuned.  One of the events in the 
planning stage is a new fundraiser featuring arts and crafts by the 
many talented artists here at Grace.  Most items will be for sale and 
the proceeds will go to the Grace operating fund.  If you have a talent 
you would like to showcase, please see Sandra Morgan for more 
details. 

 
Thank you everyone who has helped to make all of our events a success.  I look 
forward to seeing you at Grace this fall. 

 

  
     JUNIOR WARDEN’S 
               CORNER 

By BILL PASCUCCI 
Junior Warden 

����
The record rainfall of July has truly helped the lush lawns and gardens at the Church and 
Rectory.  It has also kept those who attend to the gardens very busy as well.  As 
everyone has seen, the Gardens of Grace are truly magnificent this year.  We are all 
proud of them and many thanks are extended to all of those who have participated in 
establishing and maintaining these beautiful gardens. 
 

As many of you may recall from the 2009 – 2010 Budget, the Vestry 
decided to reduce the monthly allocation of funds to property maintenance 
to help balance the budget.  This did not mean that funds would not be 
available for repairs, it only meant that the account would not be funded.  
If a repair became necessary, it would be completed and the funds would 
become available from other sources.  Of course, if a repair was necessary, 
the budget deficit would increase. 
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The same wonderful rain that has made our gardens grow has also caused some damage 
at the Church and Rectory.  The dormer roofing of the Rectory was replaced after 
springing leaks from the heavy rains we sustained.  The cost to repair the roof was 
$2,000. 
 

Miracles never cease at Grace!  Our Angels of Grace arise whenever the 
going gets tough and before the roofing contractor submitted the bill for 
the $2,000 repair at the Rectory, I was notified by the Treasurer that 
Parishioners, who wish to remain anonymous, donated the entire cost of 
the $2,000 repair. 

 
Those of us who believe in Angels, thank you from the bottom of our hearts.  Your 
generosity at our time of need is so wonderful.  Those of us who do not believe in 
Angels now believe! 
 

As you all recall, the wrought iron fence that borders the Church was 
given in memory of Edward “Pop” Klemonski.  A car hit it late last fall, 
and it was partially damaged.  Following years of weathering, the fence 
became very rusty.  During June and July, the fence was de-rusted and 
repainted.  It looks great and restored to its original condition. 

 
There are no additional projects scheduled before the fall begins.  We will have the 
heating system checked and tuned up for the winter.  Aside from some small 
maintenance items at the Church and Rectory, we do not foresee any additional huge 
expense before the end of the year. 
 

If there are any suggestions or ideas that you believe will benefit our 
property and/or our parishioners, please do not hesitate to let me know. 
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Many thanks to Tori Burns, Rob Duncan, Bill Pascucci, Elaine Phillips, Ann Witt, 
Fr. Max, Deacon Gary, and Fr. Carroon for their help and suggestions with this 
issue of “Grace Notes.”  Contributions from others are always welcome and may 
be sent to me at any time at klemonskie@aol.com.  I will edit and re-format them 
for publication as needed. 

 
EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI, Editor. 
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September~October 2009 Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter 
in error or wish to be taken off the 
mailing list, please notify the 
Church office. 
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All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the church.  They are free and 
start at 7:30 p.m.  Seating is limited and on a first-come basis.  A 
reception in the Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each concert. 
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55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
www.gracehartford.org 

gracehartford@sbcglobal.net 


