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DEAR 
FRIENDS   

By Fr. RICHARD A. MAXWELL 
Rector 
 
 

Summer’s over and the “school year” is beginning!  As you will see elsewhere in 
this issue of our newsletter, many ministries that were on hiatus over the summer 
are starting up again this September.  I hope that you’re looking forward to the 
next program year here at Grace as much as I am! 
 

I can remember when I was a little boy how much I looked forward to 
the beginning of each school year . . . the new school supplies, the 
new clothes, the new teacher (“I hope she’s nice!”).  I was always 
excited at the start of a new year even though the school building was 
always the same and all of the classrooms were almost identical.  
Living in a small town, I knew that even the other children in my 
class would be pretty much the same children who’d been in my class 
the year before.  Yet despite this sameness, each September I was 
excited about the new year:  “I wonder what I’ll learn?”  “I hope I 
make some new friends!”  “How much will I grow this year?  Will I 
be able to do something I’ve never been able to do before?” 

 
Come to think of it, those are great questions for us to ask ourselves here at Grace 
as we begin a new program year:  What will we learn?  What new friends will we 
make?  How much will we grow, especially spiritually?  What will we be able to  
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do that we’ve never been able to do before?  How wonderful it would be if we 
each could approach this new “school year” at Grace with child-like excitement 
about facing a new adventure.  Let’s try! 
 

As you read this issue of the newsletter, try to think of ways to make 
this coming year at Grace as rewarding as possible for you.  Consider 
all the ministries and opportunities available and listen to see if God 
is calling you in a particular direction.  What excites you?  What 
inspires you?  What sounds like fun?  Bring your answers to these 
questions to church, and let’s see if we can make our dreams come 
true! 

 
God wants us to live to our fullest, responding to God’s call with the simplicity 
and joy of children.  Remember, Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you, whoever does not 
receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it” (Mark 10:15; Luke 
18:17).  Let’s have some fun this coming year! 
 
See you in church! 
Max+ 
 

Parkville Classicals 10th Anniversary Concert Series 
 

 

The Biava String Quartet 
Saturday, October 18, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. 

 
The Biava is the Juilliard School’s graduate resident string quartet. 

 
Grace Episcopal Church 

55 New Park Avenue, Hartford 
 

Free Admission ~ Reception Follows 
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             FINANCIAL  
                CORNER 

By ELAINE PHILLIPS 
Treasurer 

 
I have recently had an inquiry about donating appreciated stock to the church, so I 
thought it would be a good time to talk about doing so. 
 
 
First, the advantages — 
 
If you have stock that has increased in value, you can donate that stock directly to 
the church.  By doing so, you will not have to pay the tax on the capital gains from 
the sale.  Instead, you can deduct on your return the full value of the stock on the 
day you donate it.  As with any donation, you can specify how the proceeds are to 
be used — as a payment toward your 2008 pledge, or toward your 2009 pledge, or 
simply as an additional gift to the church for the Operating Fund or any other fund. 
 
 
Now, the procedure — 
 
It is important that you donate the actual stock rather than selling it and donating 
the proceeds.  I have the instructions and forms that you will need.  Your broker 
transfers the stock to the diocesan account at Merrill Lynch where the sale is 
processed for a relatively small fee.  After the sale (within three days), the net 
proceeds are sent to the diocese which promptly passes it on to us.  [It is important 
that the diocese be informed ahead of time, on a form that I will provide, so they 
will know where to send the money.] 
 

When I spoke to Jack Spaeth, our diocesan financial officer, he suggested that it 
would be best if the stock transfer were to take place before September 30, when a 
new arrangement between the diocese and Merrill Lynch will take effect.  The fees 
for the sale may increase somewhat after that time.  However, the donation of 
appreciated stock will still be a tax-advantaged way for parishioners to contribute 
to the parish. 
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Summer Break is Over! 
 
 

September 10 
A Place of Grace Food Pantry 

 
Our food pantry begins operating again on Wednesday, September 10th, when we 
will pack groceries for distribution on the 11th.  As many of you know, “A Place of 
Grace” is one of the largest food pantries in Hartford, providing more than 2,000 
lbs. of free groceries to approximately 200 neighborhood families each week.  
Groceries are packed on Wednesday afternoons and distributed on Thursday 
mornings.  Volunteers for this important ministry are always welcome; please call 
the church office if you’re interested in helping. 

 
 
 
 

September 14 
Sunday Education Hour 

 
Get ready to Live Big!  Fr. Maxwell and John Pryor will be leading 
an education hour for the young and the young at heart every Sunday 
morning at 9:30 in Nason Hall.  They will be using the curriculum 
“Live Big” which employs games and songs, art projects and stories 
to teach us about our faith.  Come join in the fun!  Live Big starts 
Sunday, September 14. 

 
 
 
 

October 5 
Blessing of the Animals ~ St. Francis Day 

 
Commemorate this great saint, whose humility, devotion to God, and love of 
creation have made him one of the most beloved of saints.  Bring your animal 
companions to church ~ and invite your friends and family to bring theirs ~ for a 
special blessing at noon, following the 10:30 mass. 
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Profile of a Busy Man 
 

 

 
 
The Rev. Canon ROBERT GIRARD CARROON, Ph.D., Senior Associate Priest of our parish, is 
shown in his office at the Society for the Increase of the Ministry in West Hartford on August 20, 
2008.  That’s a Grace Church Ordo Kalendar on the wall to the right. 

 

Fr. Carroon Wears Many Hats 
By ED KLEMONSKI 

 
The traditional black biretta (shown at left) worn by The Rev. 
Canon ROBERT GIRARD CARROON to and from the altar when 
he is saying Mass at Grace Church is not the only “hat” this busy 
man puts on.  He is also the Scholarship Program Director of the 
Society for the Increase of the Ministry, honorary canon of Christ 

Church Cathedral in Hartford, an officer, chaplain, or member of 29 different 
organizations, the author of 5 published books, and a member of 2 chivalric 
orders.  And these are just his current activities. 
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He was recently promoted, from Serving Brother, to Officer in the Most Venerable 
Order of the Hospital of Saint John of Jerusalem by Her Majesty, QUEEN 
ELIZABETH II, and will be invested in that office at Washington National 
Cathedral on November 8, 2009. 
 

His latest book, “Provost Marshall of Charleston” was published by 
Lake Press earlier this year.  It is the result of 9 years of research and 

is the story of his great-great-uncle, Col. 
Alexander Haskell Brown, an officer in the 
Confederate Army during the Civil War.  
FR. JERRY, as he is known at Grace, had 
19 ancestors who fought in that war — 7 
for the Union and 12 for the Confederates.  
All who were enlisted men were killed in 
the war.  All who were officers survived.  
Three of his other books — “From 

Freeman’s Ford to Bentonville” (1998), “Union Blue” (2001), and 
“Broadswords and Bayonets” (1984) — also deal with military 
history. 

 
FR. JERRY came to Grace Church some 23 years ago.  He took a secular job as 
Director of the Litchfield Historical Society but soon became active as a priest in 
the diocese.  Until his “retirement” a couple of years ago, he was the official 
Archivist and Historiographer of the Diocese of Connecticut.  He was born in 
Kansas City, Missouri, and moved at the age of 2 with his family to Indiana where 
he grew up.  His dad was an engineer and graduate of Purdue University.  He had 
2 sisters and a brother.  One sister is deceased but the other lives in California, and 
his brother lives in Nevada. 
 

His family has been Episcopalian since 1721, after settling near 
Charleston, South Carolina.  He counts among his ancestors The Rev. 
Thomas Girardeau and the Rev. Charles Girardeau, both of whom 
were Episcopal rectors in South Carolina.  Currently, a cousin, The 
Rev. Douglas Girardeau, is a retired Episcopal priest, and another 
cousin, The Rev. Letitia Croom, is the retired rector of an Episcopal 
church in Oregon. 

 
FR. CARROON received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Indiana State 
University.  He also holds a Master of Divinity from Nashotah House Theological 
Seminary, a Master of Arts from the University of Wisconsin, and a Ph.D. from 
Sussex University in England. 
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His current job takes him to each of the 10 Episcopal seminaries in 
the United States twice a year.  He is the self-described “bag man” of 
the Society for the Increase of the Ministry — a charitable foundation 
that distributes scholarship assistance to Episcopal seminarians each 
year.  Created 151 years ago, it is the oldest organization of its kind in 
the Episcopal Church and has provided over $7 million in scholarship 
aid to over 4,800 seminarians.  Headquarters are in a building on 
Farmington Avenue in West Hartford.  FR. JERRY’S job is to deliver 
the checks to the scholarship recipients, meet with them personally, 
and assist them confidentially in any way appropriate.  As the 
seminaries are located in Connecticut, Massachusetts, California, 
Texas, Tennessee, Virginia, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and 
Wisconsin, the task comes with considerable required travel. 

 
He retired from his position at Diocese in June 2004 and started working for the 
Society in April 2005.  He plans to retire again, in June 2009, so he can devote 
more time to his many other commitments.  As president of 
the Connecticut chapter of the Society of the Cincinnati 
(whose emblem is at the right), he is involved with the 
planning of the organization’s National Convention to be 
held in May, 2010 in New Haven.  The Society of the 
Cincinnati is a historic organization with branches in the 
United States and France.  It was founded in 1783 to 
preserve the ideals and fellowship of the Revolutionary War 
officers who fought for American independence.  Now in its 
third century, the Society is a nonprofit historical and 
educational organization that promotes public interest in the 
American Revolution through its library and museum collections, exhibitions, 
programs, publications, and other activities. 
 

FR. JERRY also serves as Deputy to the General Convention of the 
Episcopal Church and will be attending his 5th General Convention 
as Deputy from Connecticut next year. 

 
He is a former professional hocky player and was goaltender for the Indianapolis 
Chiefs, with whom he won the International Hockey League Turner Cup 
Championship in 1958.  He also played with the Milwaukee Falcons and on the 
Hartford Whaler Alumni Team of the National Hockey League.  He is on the 
advisory board of the Hartford Wolf Pack and has served as president of the 
Whaler and Wolf Pack booster clubs. 
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FR. JERRY is a past president of the Connecticut Society of 
Genealogists, a life member of the St. Andrew’s Society of 
Connecticut, and is chief archivist and national chaplain for the Clan 
Donald USA.  He is a member of the Association for the Preservation 
of Civil War Sites, the Honorable Order of Kentucky Colonels, the 
Alliance Française, the Bunker Hill Monument Association, and the 
Grant Tomb Monument Association. 

 
He is a member of the Union League of Philadelphia, one of the organizations 
once known as “Loyal Leagues” that were established in 1863 and 1864 during the 
Civil War to promote loyalty to the Union side and the policies of Abraham 
Lincoln.  He holds other memberships in the Military Order of the Loyal Legion of 
the U.S. (former national commander-in-chief), the General Society of Colonial 
Wars (chaplain general), the National Huguenot Society (president of the 
Connecticut chapter), Aztec Club of 1847 (chaplain), the Military Order of the 
Stars and Bars (former chaplain general), the Order of the Blue and Grey 
(chaplain), the Society of the Descendants of the Founders of Hartford (chaplain), 
the Order of the Founders and Patriots of America (former chaplain general), the 
General Society Sons of the Revolution (chaplain of the Connecticut chapter), the 
General Society of the War of 1812 (chaplain of the Connecticut chapter), among 
many others. 
 

One of his most interesting associations is his membership in the 
Descendants of the Illegitimate Sons and Daughters of the Kings of 
Britain, a little-known organization that by its very name suggests 
that one major heritage of the British royals is philandering.  At 
present the organization has 350 members world-wide.  It does not 
have a headquarters.  In all 47 years of its existence, it has held only 
one meeting, a cockail party in New York.  Its 
officers are elected, and all its business is 
conducted, by mail. 

 

Members must establish descent from a British monarch, 
and it is often more difficult to prove descent from an 
illegitimate one than from a legitimate one.  FR. JERRY 
traces his ancestry back to Henry I, through the King’s 
first illegitimate son, Robert Caen.  It is an organization, 
he says, that lets people joke about their heritage and 
demonstrates that “individual worth is what you are, not 
where you came from.”              King Henry I 
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Angels at Grace 
By ELIZABETH MAC KIERNAN MIEL 

 

On September 28th at Grace, we will be celebrating the Feast of St Michael and All 
Angels.  We will hear about Michael, the warrior angel, who does battle with 
Satan and defeats him. 

 
“And there was war in heaven.  Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. 
…and the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent called the Devil and Satan, 
which deceiveth the whole world.”  Rev. 12:7, 9 

 
And we will pray this prayer: 

 
“Holy Michael Archangel, defend us in the day of battle; be our safeguard against 
the wickedness and snares of the devil.  May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do thou, Prince of the heavenly host, by the power  of God, thrust down to 
hell Satan and all wicked spirits who wander through the world for the ruin of 
souls.” 

 
The Archangel Michael is one of only three angels that are named in the Bible.  
The other two are the Archangels Gabriel and Raphael.  Gabriel is the most 
familiar angel of all.  He is the 
Angel of the Annunciation in the 
Gospel of Luke who appears first 
to Zechariah in the smoke of the 
incense to tell him that he and his 
aged wife will have a son (John 
the Baptist) and then appears to 
the Virgin Mary to announce that 
she will be the mother of the 
Savior. Gabriel is depicted in 
hundreds of paintings and icons as 
a beautiful angel usually with 
swan-like wings. 
                   Photomontage of Gabriel at Grace by Elizabeth MacKiernan Miel 
 

The Archangel Raphael, whose name means “God heals,” is much less well 
known.  Raphael appears only in the book of Tobit.  A mysterious concoctor of   
strange medications, Raphael accompanies the young Tobias as a guide and helps 
him banish the demons of the bridal chamber and heal his aged father’s blindness.  
Raphael is the patron of healers, for whom hospitals are often named. 
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The English word “angel” is from the Greek aggeloV which means simply 
“messenger.”  One of the chief functions of Angels is to announce God’s messages 
to human beings.  Many unnamed angelic figures appear in the Bible.  They visit 
Abraham and Sarah; Jacob sees them ascending and descending the ladder into 
heaven; in the New Testament angels inform the shepherds that a savior has been 
born in Bethlehem; they come to Joseph in dreams to guide him and warn him of 
danger; they announce Jesus’ resurrection to the women at the tomb. 
 
Angels look like human beings and may be mistaken for ordinary mortals.  But 
they are associated with extraordinary luminosity. 

 
“An angel of the Lord descending from heaven came and rolled the stone (of the 
tomb) back and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white 
as snow.” Mt. 28: 2-3 

 
Angels are also protectors and guides of individuals.  Many people are aware of 
their “guardian angel,” and parents in particular believe that each of their children 
has an angelic guardian who will help to keep him safe and out of trouble.  This is 
not just a sentimental notion.  Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew says: 

 
“Take care that you do not despise one of these little ones for I tell you in heaven 
their angels continually see the face of my Father.” Mt. 18:10, 11 

 
There is a vast traditional literature of angelology.  Trying to understand the role 
of angels, their salvation history, their physiology and function and to give names 
to every possible angelic power or presence was a favorite pastime of the early and 
medieval theologians.  The 6th century mystical theologian Dionysius the Pseudo-
Areopagite in his Celestial Hierarchies divided the vast realm of angelic presences 
neatly into these nine orders and three choirs: 

 
Seraphim, Cherubim, Thrones, 
Dominions, Powers, Virtues, 
Principalities, Archangels and Angels. 

 
Angels, however, are mysterious intermediaries who resist being named and 
“pigeon-holed”.  You may not be able to distinguish what sort of an Angel you are 
encountering but wherever you go in this world you may be sure that God’s 
presence is with you and the form of that help may well be Angelic. 
 

 “For He will give His angels charge of you to guard you in all your ways; on their 
hands they will bear you up lest you dash your foot against a stone.”  Ps 91:11, 12  
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Invite your friends, co-workers, relatives, and favorite angels! 
 

September 28 (Michaelmas) 
Is Invitation Sunday 

 
Following the success of last year’s Invitation Sunday, the vestry has decided that 
the parish should host another of these events.  This year’s Invitation Sunday will 
be on September 28, which is also the feast of St. Michael and All Angels. 
 

The Solemn High Mass at 10:30 will begin with a procession 
including a station at the church door with prayers to St. Michael, and 
will feature special music for the occasion.  A festive lunch will 
follow the mass in Nason Hall.  The day offers the perfect opportunity 
to introduce friends, co-workers and relatives both to our welcoming 
congregation and to the glory of Anglo-Catholic worship. 

 
This Sunday is also an opportunity to invite your 
favorite angels to join us as well.  We’re asking 
anyone who has icons of angels to bring them into 
church for display on the chapel altar during the 
mass.  These icons will provide a visual reminder of 
the clouds of angels and archangels – and all the 
company of heaven – that join us singing God’s 
praises at every mass. 
 
                 St. Michael 
 

In honor of this special day, an exhibition of art work by parishioners 
ELIZABETH MAC KIERNAN MIEL and PAUL KLINE will be on 
display in Nason Hall. 

 
Invitations, in the form of postcards that can either be mailed or given in person, 
are enclosed in this newsletter and are available in Nason Hall and in the parish 
office.  Please make good use of them and invite as many people as you can to join 
us on the 28th. 
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Fall Forums 

Thursday Sessions 
To Explore Sunday Readings 

By DENNIS E. KANE 
 

The Thursday evening forums will resume September 11, 2008, at 7:00 p.m.  As 
usual, the forums will be preceded by Mass at 5:30 p.m. for those who wish to 
attend and buy dinner in a local restaurant (or bring your own).  I am very excited 
to be presenting these forums with our Rector, FR. MAX.  Our plan is to explore 
the readings from the previous Sunday.  Don’t worry, copies will be provided at 
each meeting.  This will be a time to ask: 
 

“Did he really say that?” 
“Did he read the same Epistle that I read?” 
“I’m sorry, what does that mean?” 
“I know you think it means that.  Can it also mean…?” 
“Can someone explain that in words that I can understand?” 

 
We look forward to finding out what in the readings are important to you … what 
in the readings are disturbing to you … what in the readings provided spiritual 
insights to you.  Will you please share those insights?  Did you hear a mission or a 
directive in the readings?  Come and share as much of the evening as you can.  
Come and share as much of yourself as you can. 
 

 
 

Many “Ministries” 

Works of Love at Grace 

At its July meeting, the vestry attempted to list the many ministries at Grace that 
parishioners participate in, or which the parish hosts or sponsors.  This is the list 
they came up with, in no particular order of importance: 

·  Food pantry 
·  Christmas toy drive 
·  Parkville Classicals concert series 
·  Serving at mass (acolytes and verger) 
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·  Ministry of retired clergy 
·  Pastoral care team 
·  Lay Eucharistic ministry 
·  Music and choir (including the organist and choir master) 
·  Hosting coffee hour 
·  Gardens 
·  Potlucks and other special events 
·  Altar Guild 
·  Creating service bulletins and other parish brochures 
·  Marketing and advertising 
·  Stewardship 
·  Thursday gatherings 
·  Parish newsletter 
·  Money counting 
·  Financial ministry (treasurer, assistant treasurer, and finance committee) 
·  Flowers and church decorating 
·  Reading at mass (lectors) 
·  Greeting/ushering at masses 
·  Sunday School 
·  Parish leadership (vestry, wardens, and clerk) 
·  Prayer list maintenance 
·  Healing ministry 
·  AA meetings 
·  Monthly mass at Park Place nursing 
·  Church maintenance (including the sexton) 
·  Church administration (including the secretary and office volunteers) 

 
What is a “Ministry?” 

All of the above are not simply jobs, involving tasks to be completed.  They are all 
ministries.  There is the following description of ministry on the blog of Michael 
Smith, a Christian musician and worship leader. 
 

“Webster's Dictionary defines ministry as ‘the service, functions, or profession of 
a minister of religion.’  Simple, right?  So let's dig deeper.  Richard's Expository 
Dictionary of Bible Words, a source that I deeply enjoy, has this to say: The 
Hebrew word translated for minister in the Old Testament ‘is used for persons 
who give personal service to a ruler, particularly those who are set aside to 
perform some special service in the worship of God.’  In the New Testament, in 
most instances where 'minister' or 'ministering' is found in English versions, the 
Greek is some form of the word diakonia ('service' or 'ministry'), which occurs 34 
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times.  A related noun, diakonos ('servant,' 'minister,' or 'deacon'), occurs thirty 
times.  The verb diakoneo ('to serve' or 'to serve as a deacon') is used 37 times. 
 
"These words are distinctive in that their focus is squarely on loving action taken 
on behalf of a brother or sister or a neighbor.  A similar word, doulos (127 times 
in the NT) can mean either 'slave' or 'servant,' and it focuses attention on our 
subjection to Jesus.  These ministry words call us to look at our fellow human 
beings as objects of the loving services we extend to them for Jesus' sake. 
 
"It was Jesus himself who set both the tone and the example for such Christian 
ministry.  He called his disciples to find greatness through servanthood, '... just as 
the Son of Man did not come to be served (diakoneo) but to serve (diakoneo), and 
to give his life as a ransom for many' (Mt 20:28).’" 

 
In other words, “ministry” is the service we offer to others out of our love for them 
and for God.  Ministry is indeed the work of the church, but it is much more than a 
‘job’ with ‘tasks.’  It is the work of love that deepens and strengthens our 
connections with each other and with God.  Ministry is spiritual work.  Thank you 
for the works of love so many of you offer. 
 
 
 
 

The Episcopal Appalachian Ministry 
 

Work Camp in the Mountains 
By SHAREN BAKER 

 
Do you read the inserts in our Sunday bulletins?  A few months ago I read about 
the yearly work camps sponsored by the Episcopal Appalachian Ministry.  After 
reading more about the projects at the group’s website, www.visit-eam.org, I 
signed up for one week. 
 

I knew that home repairs would be done.  When I read that I should 
bring clothes that I didn’t mind discarding and saw the word TAR, it 
struck fear in my heart!  I know very little about home repairs but felt 
fairly confident that my willingness and good physical health would 
help me to be a productive member of the group. 

 
I arrived at Grace House on the Mountain in western Virginia on a Sunday 
afternoon and met the other volunteers who had traveled from Michigan, New 
Jersey, Maryland, and other parts of Virginia.  We were assigned to teams of four 
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to six people to work either on a trailer or a house.  Team leaders were chosen 
from volunteers who had several years of experience at this work camp. 
 

Our team’s assigned tasks included replacing a bathtub, the tub-
surround, bathroom floor and kitchen sink (Yay! No tar!)  Although 
volunteers may have many years of work camp experience no-one 
works at a skilled trade, so there was a lot of trial and error in the 
process.  Our team became quite friendly with Wayne and Roy, down 
at the Red Oak Hardware, which we visited four or more times daily 
in search of the parts we needed.  And I learned to use both a circular 
saw and a jigsaw! 

 
We were encouraged to spend time getting to know our “hosts.”  We ate with our 
host each day.  I learned about the history of the area which included many 
illnesses and deaths from work in the coal mines.  I enjoyed the time I spent 
talking to our host and plan to stay in touch with her. 
 

On Friday evening, our last dinner was shared with our host families, 
followed by Bluegrass Gospel music, with hosts and volunteers 
participating. 

 
The mountains of Virginia are beautiful.  The people were welcoming, and our 
hosts were grateful for the work that was done.  I look forward to returning next 
summer and hope that some members of Grace Church will join me. 

 
      SENIOR WARDEN’S 

           CORNER 
By ROB DUNCAN  
Senior Warden 
 

A little more than two years ago, the parish created a plan to move into a healthy, 
spirit filled future.  (To refresh your memory, copies of the strategic plan are 
available in the parish hall and on Grace’s web site: www.gracehartford.org.)  This 
plan includes both a vision for the future and a statement of the mission of the 
church. 
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·  A Vision for Grace Church:  A Christ-centered sanctuary in which all can 
find inspiration, communion and purpose in their worship of God and their 
service to others. 

 

·  The Mission of Grace Church:  To build up a strong, worshipping 
community of caring people reaching out to others in the name of Christ. 

 
For the past couple of months, these statements have been printed each week in 
our Sunday Notes and posted on a bulletin board in Nason Hall for your 
consideration.  My hope is that you have been thinking about these vision and 
mission statements and considering how you might contribute toward fulfilling 
them. 
 

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will find an article titled “Works of 
Love at Grace,” which lists many of the ministries already being 
conducted here.  Ultimately, all of these ministries work together to 
embody our vision and to fulfill our mission.  Perhaps, as you 
prayerfully consider how God is speaking to you and leading you into 
the future, you fill find that you are being called to participate in one 
of these works of love. 

 
The Vestry has been discussing our vision and mission in the context of specific 
objectives we set two years ago.  We will be communicating with you soon to let 
you know how we are doing on completing these objectives as well as finding out 
from you how we might revise or add to our plans. 
 

Much good is being done here at Grace, but even more can be 
accomplished.  I pray that with God’s help we will grow together into 
the spirit filled future God yearns for us. 

 

     JUNIOR WARDEN’S 
               CORNER 

By BILL PASCUCCI 
Junior Warden 

 

It has been a very busy spring and summer.  Our new garden on New Park Avenue 
is magnificent and the Memorial Garden is equally beautiful.  The rain has helped 
the plants and the weeds, so when you walk by, if you see a weed, it will be all 
right to pull it. 
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The lawn service selected this spring has done a great job at the 
church and the rectory.  We look forward to seeing a more healthy 
and well-maintained appearance both in Parkville and West Hartford. 

 
During the last two months a Capital Projects Committee has been formed.  In 
addition to me, Eunice Lyman, and John Pryor have volunteered their services.  
We have a preliminary listing of projects that needs to be completed and we will 
be meeting to place a priority level and establish a budget for completion.  As soon 
as this list is finalized, we will publish it in Grace Notes.  Should you know of 
something we should include, you may advise any of us and we will add it to our 
list, if it is not already included. 
 

The painting of Nason Hall and the Sacristy are nearing completion.  
The new colors and fresh look are a welcome sight.  Another project 
discussed earlier, that has not been completed, is damage to the 
stained glass window.  This repair is becoming more complex than 
what was originally thought and we are in negotiations with two very 
specialized firms to arrive at the best solution for Grace Church. 

 
You may have noticed that the fluorescent lighting in front of the altar has been 
replaced by incandescent spot lights in July.  We are in the process of fine tuning 
them over the next few weeks. 
 

Should any members wish to volunteer time on the Projects 
Committee, please contact me. 

�
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Thanks to Tori Burns, Sharen Baker, Rob Duncan, Fr. Max, Elizabeth MacKiernan 
Miel, Dennis E. Kane, Bill Pascucci, and Elaine Phillips for their help and 
suggestions with this issue of “Grace Notes.” 
 

EDWARD S. KLEMONSKI 
Editor 
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If you are receiving this newsletter 
in error or wish to be taken off the 

mailing list, please notify the 
Church office. 
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55 New Park Avenue 
Hartford, CT 06106 

 
 

www.gracehartford.org 
gracehartford@sbcglobal.net 
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All concerts are on Saturday evenings in the church.  They are free and start 
at 7:30 p.m.  Seating is limited and on a first-come basis.  A reception in the  
Parish Hall to meet the musicians follows each concert. 

 
 

OCT. 18, 2008 ~ BIAVA QUARTET  
 

APRIL 25, 2009 ~ NOVI CANTORI  
 


